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The Pertect Puppy
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Puppy Socialization Classes

One of the best ways for puppies to
build on their knowledge of dog com-
munication systems is for them to
attend a well-run puppy socialization
class.

Your puppy can start to attend these
classes when he is between the ages
of 12 and 18 weeks. Before joining, it
is sensible to go along to watch a
class in progress.

All training at the class should be done
using reward methods only. Do not go
if pulling and pushing of puppies is rec-
ommended. The classes should not be
a free-for-all where puppies play
together all the time. Instead, the
owners should be constantly communi-
cating with their own puppy during the
periods of free-play with the other pup-
pies in the group. Learning to come
away from a play-session when called
is one of the things that should eb
taught in such classes.

By attending puppy classes, your
puppy will continue to learn the body
language and signals necessary for
adequate communication with other
members of the species in a low-risk
environment.

Contact with adult dogs is needed in
addition to these classes. Puppies
should learn that not every dog is
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available for play all the time. A friend-
ly adult dog will firmly teach your puppy
respect for others without becoming
aggressive, but finding suitable dogs
can be difficult.

A new environment, situation, object or
event .
Puppies should be familiarized with
anything that they are likely to
encounter in their adult life. This
includes anything that may appear
frightening, such as vacuum cleaners,
washing machines, even large plastic
bags blowing in the wind.

Traffic, including cars, bicycles and lor-
ries, which are so ordinary to us, can
seem like huge roaring monsters to a
new puppy out for the first time and
any fear or apprehension they may
have will need to be overcome.

Take your puppy into all types of situa-
tion that may be useful later on. If you
do not have a car, try to borrow one so
that he becomes used to journeys in it.
If you do not usually use public trans-
port, make a point of taking him on
buses and trains, which could be very
useful later when the car breaks down!

The shy puppy

How shy a young puppy is, and hence
how much socialization he requires, will
depend partly on his genetic make-up
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and partly on the environment he has
found himself in during his short life.

If you have a quiet family with few com-
ings and goings, your puppy is likely to
be more shy than one that lives in a
very lively household. Whether or not
you have taken your puppy out in the
early weeks since you had him, or
whether you kept him at home will also
have an effect.

Whatever his background, you will need
to be aware of how shy your puppy is
and watch him while he encounters sit-
uations for the first time. Is he moving
from or towards an object or person?
Is he looking around calmly, or does he
orientate to any new sound rapidly and
with alarm?

If you own a shy puppy, it would be
wise to invest a lot of time in socializa-
tion as soon as possible in the puppy's
life. A dog is never too old to socialize,
but it does become progressively more
difficult as he grows older.

Given time your puppy will begin to
relax nad enjoy the company of
strangers. You will need to work
extensively on a very shy puppy and
make very sure that he is happy with
all types of people approaching him,
calling his name and staring at him
before you begin to relax his socializa-
tion programme.



