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covered later, but it is important to
ensure that your dog is happy to allow
strangers, both adults and children, to
touch him all over.

Inviting friends to your house while
your puppy is still young is one of the
best ways to socialize a puppy with
humans. If he is shy, allow him to
come out in his own time; do not try to
force the issue or you will make
him worse. Prevent well-
meaning people from
approaching him too quickly;
your puppy should make the
first move. Smelly, tasty titbits
given by the visitor
can help to
overcome any fear
he may have.

Invite people who are
not keen on dogs or who
don 't know how to handle
them as well as those who do.
People who are unfamiliar with dogs
tend to approach them in very different
ways from those that are familiar and
it is wise to accustom your puppy to all
types of people.

It is particularly important to get your
puppy used to children of all ages,
especially if you do not have children
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of your own. Even if you do, he will
need to accept other people's children
who are different ages from yours and
who will have different characters. Try
to ensure that your puppy meets all
ages of children - babies, toddlers,
infants, juniors and teenagers.

Taking your puppy to children's play
areas allows him to become used to
the sight and sound of children
playing, running and screaming.
Teaching him to remain calm in
these situations and not to join
in is a valuable lesson. It will
help to prevent later
misunderstandings where
your dog may run
after and jump up at
a child in play,
possibly bringing the
child to the ground. Being
chased by a dog, even if the dog is
just playing, can be a very frightening
experience for a child, particularly if
they are not used to dogs or if the
animal is larger than they are.

Other dogs
Great care should be taken when

introducing your puppy to adult dogs.
Do not do so unless you know the
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dogs have been well socialized
themselves and are used to meeting
unfamiliar puppies.

This does not, however, mean that you
should keep your puppy away from all
dogs. Doing this could be just as
harmful because he will then be
undersocialized with other dogs and
uncertain of how to act when around
them. This uncertainty could lead to
aggression later. Instead, it is
important to find other dogs that you
know will be good with him.

Take care when walking your puppy in
places where other dogs are loose. A
confident dog running up to a shy
puppy can cause a big fright, even
though it meant no harm. If the puppy
is restricted by a lead, he may be more
frightened, or if he is loose he may run
away, which could be worse. A fright
like this can leave a permanent mental
scar. Protect vour puppy from such
encounters if he is shy, ensure he
receives more socialization with other
friendly adults under controlled
conditions.
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