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The Pertect Puppy

By Gwen Bailey

This fourth excerpt deals with the importance of socialization.
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Gwen Bailey is the Blue Cross
Animal Welfare Society’ s Animal
Behaviourist and a member of the
Association of Pet Behaviour
Counsellors. This is the fourth
excerpt from her best selling book,
The Perfect Puppy.

How to socialize successfully
he secret to good socialization is
to try to look at the world from your

puppy's point of view. Try to imagine

what it is like to be that small and
vulnerable and to have such a limited
knowledge. Do not overwhelm him with
too much all at once but start with
brief encounters and slowly build up
until he is experiencing more and more.

Ensure that he enjoys each new

experience, playing with him and

talking happily to him so that he knows
there is nothing to be worried about.

His natural curiosity will make him

what to explore new situations and,

providing you protect him from
becoming afraid, he should become
more and more confident as

he gains "\\/Q o
experience. (/ a
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Humans 1
Humans come
in all shapes,
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sizes, ages and types of character.
Your dog will rapidly get used to
people he sees every day or who
regularly visit your house, but he will be
unfamiliar with others unless you take
care to expose him to them. It is easy
to forget this because we have been
familiarized with many different types
of people as we have grown up.

If you want your dog to be 100
percent confident of all humans, you
will need to introduce him to all sorts
of people. This includes those wearing
glasses, beards, unusual clothing,
uniforms, hats, motor-cycle helmets,
carrying bags or sacks, people in

wheel-chairs, people who walk
with a limp or who carry a
walking stick, and people of
different races.

Exposure to people
needs to be both at
home, on your own
territory, and off territory in
parks, towns, on the
street, and in other
people's homes. Your
puppy needs to get used
to people running or jogging,
playing football, riding bikes
and all the other strange
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activities that humans engage in !

Familiarizing your puppy with all sorts
of people doing all sorts of activities is
still not enough. People, especially
dog lovers, are prone to stopping,
looking at your dog and approaching.
For a dog that has not learned that
such approaches are friendly, such
behaviour can be very frightening.
Puppies need to learn that a human
approaching with wide open eyes and
displaying a full set of teeth in a smile
is nothing to be afraid of !
Familiarizing your puppy with this
aspect of human behaviour is very
important.

Until your puppy has learned this
lesson, ask people to look away if they
are frightening him by staring at him,
even if they are doing it unintentionally,
or distract their attention from him by
speaking to them. This takes the
pressure off the puppy and allows him
to relax. Given time, your puppy's
natural curiosity will encourage him to
come forward and make friends.

Humans are also prone to touching
unfamiliar dogs, especially if they own
dogs themselves. Handling exercises
to do with your own puppy will be



