[EMZEDFER] &I, HENRDDIZE?

[ZOREHSHICIE. BREBXDE/LED o] B NhFLEK
SHOT AUABARE, FIED=1—ALy—([CH/BEINIILE

ADEEESZH. FOEISDT AUAORYY T —CSIHED

NTWBTEEBMUE U, P—IBSEY 19— HEET 5 HE
[F. K<DODDFT, RAKZBMPEICF vV RAESIDEHIC. &
HRTEIFAN. ZORRBEERE. ELWDSDH—DDPDATY, T
B, FOPDOHRABRDIDEEOTHRICEETHFL &S, XD
H. Ay ITRRE. BOBEVESPLEN. FUTEEREELTRERS
ANEQBEEEALBOTY, TORKEEEIC. [BMEOFEE] O
HTHD. EFRIZDORIMEET. ABDTHAERICBEST A

—TICVSIEDERZRDIIDT &N, MFICE>TRRDE
BTHBHC L. BEVWGDEEA. ULDUL. P—IT-EEST T
Eld. TARICEBEIETULLDID. P—IoDKRIE. SRABEHICT
E AFYTOIRS T4 TICBO>THESVET . DEDFREICE
5U. HTHE, ROMBBLABVET . TNICHN, HCED. &
LORBFESTUL&SD. —HRFDIEDHNTLD, FREEHLEICL
2TWSEFMD THTFE, RELTOETHEFELEL. VW35 —
ABHZHTY, P—ITOES UG, ZTORLIDIFV., HELEEHOD
IR ERA

Quality of Life & Who Decides?

"We had to destroy the village in order to save it" is a
memorable phrase from the Vietnam War. Judging from Jill
Haley's piece in the last newsletter, this mentality is still alive
and well in U.S. animal shelters. | can understand the dilemma
of shelters, including ARK, which have to turn away animals
because they are already full. If euthanasia after a fixed
period is the policy chosen for taking in new arrivals and
giving them a chance, then so be it. But let's be honest about
it: this policy reflects human concerns, such as the lack of
shelter space, staff, money and time, and what sort of dogs
are most popular among shelter visitors. Cloaking this reality
~in cancern for the animalsl quality of life is hypocritical and
self-servnng T

While we all agree that the animals at ARK would be happiest
in a loving home of their own, is life at ARK truly worse than
death? The dogs at ARK are regularly walked, cared for, and
given attention by staff and volunteers. They live in a
peaceful rural environment, walk in the woods, and have other
dogs around them to play with and socialize. Compare this to
S0 many dogs with homes in cities, who are chained all day, or
left alone while their people are at work, or have no canine
playmates. | would argue that the quality of life at ARK is not
all that bad.
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by Akemi Wegmeller, ARK volunteer

| also take issue with the criteria given for adoptability,
particularly the one regarding age. An 8-year-old dog is still
just in early middie age, with a good 10 vears of life left.
When an older person wants a dog, they cannot take one that
needs plenty of exercise, and more than that, they worry that
their own heaith will deteriorate first. For someone in their
60s, an aging dog is an ideal companion to share the
experience of growing old. And while a very aggressive dog is
probably not rehomable, we have seen many fearful ones at
ARK come out of their shells in response to loving
encouragement, and go on to find homes.

Systematic euthanasia is a ruthless, one-size-fits-all policy
that disregards the animals' viewpoint. An animal in terrible,
unceasing pain, or one that cannot move or control its bodily
functions, may prefer to die in peace. But the healthy dogs
brought to shelters, | strongly suspect, would take life in a

shelter over eternal sleep if given the choice. They never are.

So yes, we must work harder to find homes for the animals at
ARK, and to promote neutering and responsible pet ownership
so that less animals come to ARK in the first place. But |
would hate for ARK to become what Jill describes: a
processing center that efficiently ends the lives of the
animals that come its way, all in the name of their "quality of
life.”
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Feedback
‘Want to make a comment ? Have a problem ? Want advice ? We invite readers of our newsletter to write in with thelr
personal views or guestions on any subject related to animals and thelr welfare



