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are reluctant to put owners to the

extra expense. The reason early
vaccination cannot be guaranteed is
that if any immunity acquired from
the mother is still present, the two
systems cancel each other out and
the puppy is left unprotected. The
amount of maternal immunity left
depends upon the individual puppy
and cannot be easily tested.

However, vaccines are now being
produced which allow puppies
to be vaccinated at the age
of six weeks with a
reasonable chance of
success. Puppies
that will eventually
become guide dosgs
for the blind are given
early vaccinations so
that the puppy walkers
can take them out from
the age of six weeks. This

enables them to receive
maximum benefit from a
socialization programme and gives
them a head start on puppies that
are kept in until they are fully
vaccinated at 13 to 16 weeks of
age.

Early vaccination tends to be a more
expensive option, but | strongly
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recommend it since the benefits of

early socialization are so great. Talk
to your veterinary surgeon about the
options available. Their knowledge
of the latest vaccines and the local
disease conditions will allow you to
make an informed decision.

My view is that a compromise is
necessary between protection of
physical and
mental health.
Early
vaccination
at six weeks
will give you
the best
chance of
protecting
your puppy
before the
later
vaccinations
take effect.
Taking him out
and about but taking reasonable
precautions to ensure he is not
exposed to disease will allow him to
socialize before he is fully covered.
Otherwise, you will lose weeks of
vital socialization time, which could
make the difference between a shy,
fearful adult and a well-adjusted,
friendly one.
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Protection from bad experiences

When taking on a puppy, you have
assumed the role of parent and pack
leader and , therefore, during your
puppy's early life, it is up to you to
protect him from bad experiences.
This does not mean that you should
overprotect him, but it does mean
you will need to think about the way
he is viewing the situation and, if
necessary, modify his experience so
that he does not become fearful.

it would not be sensible, for
example, to allow him to run up to a
strange dog without first finding out
if the dog is good with puppies. It
could turn on your puppy, giving him

a nasty fright, which, if not
countered by many good
experiences, would leave a

permanent mental scar.

Carefully observing your puppy's
reactions will help you to tell if he is
even mildly fearful. Watch his ears
and his tail and his body posture. Is
he trying to make himself smaller by
lowering his tail and ears and by
crouching? Some puppies will not
show these signs so obviously, but
will try to escape from the source of
the fear if possible.



