By Gwen Bailey

This third excerpt deals with the importance of socialization.
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Gwen Bailey is the Blue Cross
Animal Welfare Society’ s
Animal Behaviourist and a
member of the Association of |
. Pet Behaviour Counsellors. This
is the third excerpt from her
best selling book, The Perfect
Puppy. '
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Socialization

The mare new experiences and
enjoyable encounters that a puppy
has as it grows up, the more likely it
will be to mature into a well-adjusted
adult which can take anything in its
stride without becoming fearful.
This process is called sacialization.
Socialization is the most important
process in a puppy's life and how
much of it you do, or fail to do, will
reflect directly in the future
character of your puppy.
Undersocialized puppies grow up
shy, fearful, sometimes aggressive
and unable to live their lives to the
full. :

if you do nothing else, you owe it to
your puppy to find time for
socialization. It is not diffficult to do
but time must be set aside for it. It
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is probably the most important
factor on the future well-being of
your dog and in the formation of a
well-balanced, friendly aduit.

When to socialize

One of the major differences
between ourselves and dogs is the
speed at which we grow up. It takes
a human approximately 18 to 21
years to mature (although | have
known it to take longerl) whereas
dogs mature in about one to one
and a half years. A week in our
childhood is a relatively short period,
whereas to a puppy it represents a
large proportion of its puppyhood.

It is, therefore, important that you
make the most of puppyhood and
pack as many good experiences in
as possible during this time. Deep
and lasting impressions are formed
at this age and whether these
experiences are good or bad they
will be remembered throughout a
dog's life.

Research has shown that, from the
age of three to four weeks, puppies
are capable of learning from the
experiences that they have and the
more pleasant experiences a puppy
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has before the age of 12 weeks, the
more confident it will be in new
situations. The older a puppy gets,
the more cautious he will become
and the more difficult it will be to
accustom him to new experiences.
Therefore, it makes sense to give
him many enjoyable encounters as
early as possible.

Socialization should be a continuous
process up to the age of maturity
and concentrated effort should be
put in until this age. Socialization
becomes progressively more difficult
as the puppy grows older, but it is
still worth doing and adults may
need further effort in order to
socialize them adequately.

Your role : starting straight away

The usual ages for vaccination to be
given are 8 and 12 weeks
(sometimes 16 weeks as well).
Until the vaccinations have taken
effect, your puppy will be at risk of
contracting diseases from other
dogs.

Puppies can be vaccinated at six
weeks of age, but because the
success of this vaccination cannot
be guaranteed, veterinary surgeons



