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s HELLO ANIMAL, the Nagano Prefecture 'Love" Animal
Centre, really worth the 2 billion yen it cost to build ? We
went to find out.

Apart from being situated miles from anywhere, particularly
the main cities of Nagano and Matsumoto, it is hard to fault.
The facilities are well- -

designed, well-laid out with
the comforts of the i
animals as well as the &
public in mind. Especially
nice are the cat rooms ‘p#;
which show people how
cats should be kept and
the comforts they need in a
home environment.
Emphasis too is placed on i}
having dogs living inside ¥
with the family rather than T
chained miserably outside. On this point alone Hello Animal
is more progressive and forward thinking than the Hyogo
'Doobutsu Aigo' centre in Amagasaki, where the old
hokensho ideas of chaining dogs still hold sway. With
abundant space and specialist manpower ( 8 veterinarians
on site) to look after them, the fortunate animals which end
up in this facility are truly the lucky ones. Puppies destined
for rehoming are hand-picked from (hokensho) dog pounds at
6 to 8 weeks of age. They go through routine de-worming,
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vaccination, neutering and socialization before being offered
to new owners who are thoroughly screened and obliged to
attend puppy classes.

But we came away with the feeling that Hello Animal was
not being used to its full-potential. With all those wonderful
facilities and the huge
i amount of money available
i ( a vearly budget of 200
million yen) , it should be
i, doing a lot more to improve
. the welfare of Nagano
animals in general. The
400 puppies and 30
kittens represent 10% of
animals taken in by the
Prefecture each year. The
remaining 90% are still
' killed in primitive and cruel
ways in old hokensho facilities; packed into gas chambers to
die an excruciating and lingering death.

There is no reason why Hello Animal couldn't extend its
animal welfare intentions to include all the unwanted
animals in Nagano prefecture, to rehome adoptable adults
as well as puppies and for its veterinarians to put the others
to sleep in @ humane way, thus proving it is really the most
progressive prefecture in Japan.



