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icture a quiet

Buddhist temple
set in picturesque
Japanese countryside.
The traditional garden
is immaculately
trimmed and swept.
At the back, out of
sight of temple
visitors is a scene
from hell. Rusting
: . R cages exposed 1o the
#H Rescue elements.crammed full
of cats unable to escape from their excretment . Had it not been
for a cat lover who happened to pass by on the way to the
graveyard, these cats would have died slowly of dehydration and
starvation. Who was responsible for this torture ?

Since the priest’'s family were not there we called the police and
soon a shame-faced wife and daughter appeared.

Originally two cats had been thrown away at the temple which
wasn't a problem until they started breeding. Although it had
occured to the priest's wife that it might be wise to get them
neutered, she didn't because a) she thought it was unnatural and
b) she didn't consider the cats hers or her problem. They soon
became her problem however as the numbers grew and neighbours
started to complain that the cats were pooing and peeing in their
vegetable gardens. So she decided to put them in cages so small
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that it was impossible to put in food or water bowls let alone a litter
tray. She hadn't thought much further than that and the idea of
asking the town office to come and dispose of them went against
her Buddhist principles. Rather than have them killed it was better
to let them die naturaliy.

There were 38 cats in all and it was a question of whether to let
the authorities take them or bring them back to ARK. It was
tempting to pursue prosecution for animal cruelty with this woman
but in the end we decided the shame of having the police and
authorities intervene was punishment in itself, especially in a quiet
rural village.

Once back at ARK the j
poor animals drank ‘
and drank before !
tucking into a proper
meal. Now fully §
recovered from their
ordeal they are §
looking for loving ’
homes. They are
mostly year-old
Siamese crosses and
have all been
vaccinated
neutered.

F—5TOERD Safe & warm at ARK



