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Papers sent in dog-maiming case ,
OSAKA (Kyodo)—Osaka police on Wednesday sent prosecu-
tors papers on a 63-year-old beggar accused of cutting off his :
puppy’s front leg to help him solicit alms on the street, police said. |
The beggar allegedly severed the leg of a three-month-old :
Dalmatian, which he bought at a pet shop, with a saw at his
house in Yodogawa Ward on Nov. 21. £
Police believe he has severed the legs of about 10 dogs since *
1999 and collected ¥1 million from passersby on Osaka streets by
posting a sign reading, “This dog lost its leg in a traffic accident.”
The current law to protect and control animals, which took
effect on Dec. 1, 2000, allows violators to be sentenced to up to §
one year in prison or fined a maximum of ¥1 million. i

For the past couple of years, a homeless man
called Ishihara wandered the streets of Osaka
soliciting funds for the injured dog he dragged behind

. his bicycle in a cart. Passers-by sympathizing with

the injured animal and the man's inability tc pay for
medical treatment, gave generously. What they did
not know was that the wounds were not the result of
an accident. This callous man had deliberately
mutilated the dog in order to make money for himself.

This awful pattern was repeated with many dogs,
mainly Dalmatians, and although various animal
welfare groups repeatedly went to the police to have
him arrested, their appeal fell on deaf ears. It was

| FEMEEREFEL. Bz

BELTELLE, AELERCHILEOD, £DBT

BHHAFBATU. BHEDWWIERETNDICE> DI,
EbblY. [HESHYRDOR] ORREERERLBOHMDEU
BENITHNZERLEBDTT . ULHUL. BHICEHTIRE
BICSL DL, BRICHBSATNDEI T, BREH. HEHES
BANRT. BHE—SZRVTRE. Fo{BDEZRESEH
2lEVVE T, ESICABEZDIEE. TORBEZRESDH.
FEBFICROFEZUMILIED., RUEDTHDZEPHE
B HENFROIMEARL LTEVWI ETY,

BEREEENSNIE. BEMBHRICE-T, HBITELEY
ZEZABVKSICRLEDZEHIIENTEREFTT. TN
CLTH. COBEHEF. BYEHCETIAFHIOSEEN
RRZFRULTHEELREVZAET . BESD. OWT
FABCHITILRFILCOEHDIOREEVIRBEDEX
DETICF, XEXEHADHHIDZSTY,
VR 9 oSSR ORERBITEBRQE LT Q0D
1999 :

FIVAD T 21 SEEREZEHT UVHAICKLD S NIERE
TUl. ARD SN > TREICENTITERE LI 5RY
EBRUHEIURD. #HFSNhE Uk,

TR o800

FUN—FELHEMLT 2ASBICERZRLTVESE
RTHEDELF U, BRICEREZFBLI LD, BRLE
SCBHEDBO>THHSAFEATUR. 1 2AXRICELD

mainly due to the persistence by members of Kansai

Doobutsu Tomo ho Kai, that prosecution was brought
against him. However, as the following report of this
case reveals, until the prosecution, the press, with
the exception of one weekly magazine, were
apathetic and indifferent, as were the police. And
worse still there is still no legal means to stop this
sadist from continuing to mutilate and kill dogs as he
wants.

An effective law would have brought this man to
prison and certainly have put a banning order on him
to stop him from ever keeping animals again. But yet
again we have been shown that Japan still has a long
way to go in recognizing animal abuse and its
potential connection with crimes against humans.

Diary of Events

1999

Dalmatian #1 had its left front leg broken with a
square patch of skin missing. | told Ishihara I'd take it

to the vet, telling him I'd give the dog back when it
was fully recovered, but he ran off.



