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amily phoned ARK with a problem. The problem

was their dog, a year and a half old Border Collie
which had turned aggressive. Asked them to bring
dog to ARK to see if we could help. The dog was
very hyped and whenever the daughter came into
sight it lunged forward to bite her. It had now bitten
everyone in the family and of course they were all
afraid of it.

Listening to their story it was easy to assess
what had gone wrong. They had bought the dog,
then two months old, at a pet shop where they had
been told it was very intelligent (true) and would
make a good guard dog (false). As a puppy it was
cuddly but boisterous and lacking stimulation
started to destroy their house. They then decided
to chain it outside where it
barked incessantly.
Neighbours complained.

A local vet suggested
they put a shock collar on
the dog to stop it barking.
What stupid advice.
Instead of having any
effect the dog became
increasingly
aggressive when they
attempted to put the collar
on, and since it was the
daughter who usually did
this, the dog hated her in
particular. Shock collars
should be banned for the damage they cause to
dogs because even if the dog with the collar is not
barking and the dog next door barks, the poor dog
is punished with a shock for something he didn't do.

Border Collies make the most unsuitable pets in
any country but especially in Japan with its limited
space and urban conditions. In Britain a Border
Collie is a working dog running around 70
kilometers per day herding sheep. They need to be
well-trained and have heaps of activity to use their
energy to the full. Chaining a Border Collie is
tantamount to torture and can only have bad
resuits. The sad thing is that this beautiful dog
may well have to be put to sleep because of its
owners ignorance and the greedy pet business
which promotes such unsuitable breeds as family
pets.
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