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‘The Pertect Puppy

By Gwen Bailey

This second excerpt deals with the later development stages of puppies.
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AII puppies follow the same pattern
of development, passing through
the same stages from infancy

through maturity. It is important to

know these stages and to realize
what responses your puppy is capable
of at any particular time in his life.
This is so that you do not expect too
much from him or miss out on making
the most of an opportunity at a
critical stage of his development.
The speed at which puppies progress

varies a little, some individuals pass

through some stages- quickly and
some take longer than expected.
Generally, puppies of smalier breeds
tend to develop more rapidly. often
reaching maturity before one-year old,
whereas puppies from larger breeds
can take longer, some being 18
months before maturing fully. What
follows is an average time scale that
most puppies conform to.

. Chewing and

~are common to

Juvenile period

3 to 6 months

The puppy is still dependent on its
owner. In the early stages of this
period puppies are usually eager to
please and will do whatever they
believe their owners want

them to do. During this P
period they will continue
to learn about

hierarchy within the

family and attempt to "‘l
find their own position /
within that hierarchy. / W/

Environmental

awareness is

increasing. They begin |
to explore farther /
afield but always stay \
within range of the

security of the owner
and familiar territory.

/

mouthing behaviours

facilitate teething
and to aid
environmental
exploration.
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What to do:

Training and good manners should be
developed as the puppy becomes
better able to concentrate and learn.

. The willingness-to-please of this age

should be used to the full, as training
will be more difficult later as the
puppy becomes more
independent. Games can
; become more advanced
and can be used as a
reward for training. Full use
should be made of this time to
A impress on the puppy that
\ humans are higher in rank
\ than they are. This needs to
be done gently, but
unquestionably. Your puppy
should experience many
different environments.
\ Saocialization should
continue and be developed
/' asthe puppy learns to cope
with new situations. -




