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SPCA gave the new owners

a certificate for a free
veterinary exam at their own
veterinarian. If an animal
became sick within 14 days
of adoption, the new owner
could bring the animal back
to the SPCA and it would be
treated at no expense to the
owner.

All of these policies vary
greatly from what | see at ARK.
In America, it is considered a
horrible thing for an animal to

spend the rest of its life in a

shelter without a loving home,
or to continue living when all
obvious quality of life is gone.
Therefore, American shelters

o euthanize and great emphasis

is placed on adoption. Here in

Japan, there are no laws to

protect animals as living
sentient beings. This forces
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ARK to be lifetime homes for
the animals they receive.

I have enjoyed ARK, | think
the hard work of the Japanese
staff puts American staff to
shame. The hardest thing for
me is what | see as a lack of
compassion regarding an
animals' quality of life. The
staff at ARK love the animals
in their care. Those of us who
work in animal shelters love
part of our daily lifes work. ltis
at once greatly rewarding and
absolutely heartbreaking. It is
we, the animal shelter worker,
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the animal lover, who must
deal with the consequences
of uncaring, irresponsible,
cruel pet owners. But it
needs to go further than
that. None of us want to
euthanize an animal. Who
wants to extinguish the
flame of the very thing you

love? I believe it is a testiment

to the western animal shelter
worker's extreme compassion
for animals that we are willing
to euthanize these animals we
love. While every animal we
euthanize tears at our hearts
we are :daily aware that there
are worse things than death.

We must look beyond our own

selfish. feelings and make the

best decision for the animal.

Isn't that what our work is all

about?
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