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| ‘QUath' of life by Jill Haley

Jill is a qualified veterinary
technician who graduated
from 8San Diego Mesa
College. She has been
working at ARK as a
volunteer for the past three

months.

iz Oliver has asked me to
L=\Write about the differences
in policies of animal shelters
where | have worked and ARK.
My experience and my ideas of
an animal shelter and animal
ownership, and my ideals on
respecting an animals quality
of life, appear to be much
different than those of ARK
staff and it seems, the
Japanese people in general. |
have chosen to write only
about the first shelter that |
worked in which helped to form

the basis of my beliefs
regarding animal welfare.

In 1995 | took a position at
an SPCA in California. My
duties included basic animal
husbandry, adoption
counseling, and assisting with
the in-take of new animals. |
will focus on the latter. This
SPCA facility could house
about 40 dogs, 30 cats, and
20 or so puppies and kittens.
There was additional space for
animals involved in criminal
animal cruelty investigations.

Everyday many people came
to us to relinquish their pets,
as well as many people looking
to adopt. The facility is well
known in the area. A pet's
average stay before being

adopted out, was about 3
weeks and this short time
period is something to be
proud of (especially
considering the stringent
adoption policies). Healthy
and friendly animals were
accepted into the adoption
programme as space was
available. Laws govern the
amount of space each animal
is entitled.

When an owner brings in a
pet to relinguish, the pet's
health and temperament were
evaluated immediately. The
pet would be brought into a
room where general condition
of the body, eyes, ears, and
mouth were checked by 2
members of the kennel staff.




