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should be placed in the pen with the
puppies to provide this complexity. It
is also helpful to have a few low,
wide steps for the puppies to
practice on. These will help them
negotiate stairs later.

During this time a variety of
noises, sounds, and different floor
surfaces should also be encoun-
tered. This will probably happen nat-
urally for puppies raised in a home
environment.

Puppies should be isolated occa-
sionally from littermates and their
mother and there should be plenty
of contact with humans, both adults
and children. This is particularly
important in the final week before
the puppy goes to a new home and
at least five minutes of individual

attention should be given to each

puppy every day, no matter how
many puppies there are in the litter.

During weeks 6 to 8, the puppy
should be settling in with its new

family. Socialization will continue
naturally as the puppy experiences
the novelty of its new home.
Housetraining should begin as soon
as the puppy is brought home.

Third stage: weeks 8 to 12
Appropriate behaviours begin to be
exhibited at appropriate times. The
puppy has a very strong desire to
please. If puppies are still in the
litter, hierarchy among litter mates
begins to be sorted out. If the puppy
has gone to a new home, it will be
beginning to assess its position in
the new family.

What to do: Your puppy
should be experiencing and
enjoying a wide variety of sit-

It is important that he gets the
correct message about his place in
the pack at this stage. Play is very
important and he will need to learn
to play human games and to reduce
and inhibit his play-biting.

uations and environments. He /)' g
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will start assessing members )
of his family to find out his position \J )
in the hierarchy and will begin to /] J

determine where he fits in.



