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humans, other dogs and the envi-
ronment is essential if the puppy is
to develop into a successful pet dog.
This period can be divided into three
stages.

First stage: weeks 3t0o 5
The puppy will be in this stage when
it reacts visibly to a loud sound.
Bitches will start to discipline their
puppies with a growl, usually to
prevent them feeding at will.

At 3 to 4 weeks the puppy's sight,
hearing and sense of smell are
becoming more efficient. It begins to
eat solid food, bark, wag its tail and
play-bite other pups. The puppies
will attempt to leave the sleeping
area to urinate after waking at this
stage.

At 4 to 5 weeks it paws, bares
teeth, growls, chases, and plays
prey-killing (head-shaking) games. It
begins to carry objects in its mouth.
The puppies begin to learn how to

inhibit their bite during play with
littermates.

Second stage: weeks 5 to 8

Facial and ear expressiveness are
seen, weaning begins. Puppies
aquire full use of the eyes and ears
and become more co-ordinated.
Participation in group activities with
others in the litter is seen.
Dominance/hierarchy games are
played between littermates. The
seventh week is the ideal time for

puppies to go to their new

home. |
At the end of this stage, / \
/

puppies begin to be more
cautious but they are still
curious and will investi-
gate anything.

What to do: During
weeks 3 to 6, the
puppy wilt still
be with the

\\(!lj

breeder. There should be a clear
distinction between sleeping and
play areas so that the puppies leave
the nest to go to the toilet. Puppies
kept in too small a space , one
where there is no distinction
between the areas or where they
cannot get out of the nest box
unaided, do not have the chance to
practice appropriate toileting behav-
iour. Puppies raised in
this way can be diffi-
} cult to housetrain.
! The puppies’
< ‘dl rate  of mental
development will now
depend on the com-
plexity of their envi-
ronment. An assort-
ment of different
objects (for example
cardboard boxes,
large pieces of
hard leather, toys
or an old glove)
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