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By Gwen Bailey

uppy

The first excerpt deals with the early development stages of puppies.
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Gwen Bailey is the Blue Cross Animal
Welfare Society's Animal Behaviourist
and a member of the Association of Pet
Behaviour Counsellors. This the first of
several excerpts we hope to serialize in
ARK's - newsletters, from her best-

selling book, The Perfect Puppy.

AII puppies follow the same
pattern of development, passing
through the same stages from
infancy through maturity. It is impor-
tant to know these stages and to
realize what responses your puppy
is capable of at any particular time
in his life. This is so that you do not
expect too much from him or miss
out on making the most of an oppor-
tunity at a critical stage of his devel-
opment.

The speed at which puppies

progress varies a little, some individ-

uals pass through some stages
quickly and some take longer than
expected. Generally, puppies of

smaller breeds tend to develop
more rapidly, often reaching
maturity before one-year old,
whereas puppies from larger breeds
can take longer, some being 18
months before maturing fully. What
follows is an average time scale that
most puppies conform to.

Newborn period

0 to 2 weeks

During this short phase, the puppy
mostly sleeps and suckles. It can
crawl and will try to find the warmth
of its littermates or its mother if cold.
It needs the mother to stimulate
urination and defecation which she
does by licking the genital area.
Eyes open at around 10 to 14 days
but vision is poor for the first few
weeks. '
Transitional period

2-3 weeks

The teeth begin to appear. The
puppy learns to walk and lap liquids.

The ears open towards the end of
the third week and the sense of
smell begins to operate. The puppy
develops the ability to urinate and
defecate by itself.

What to do: The responsibility
for what happens to the puppies
during this time lies with the
breeder. It has been found that
puppies subjected to mild stress
at this time are better able to
cope with other stresses later
on. Picking up each puppy every
day, looking at them, and
perhaps weighing them consti-
tutes mild stress and conscien-
tious breeders will do this. Each
puppy should be picked up once
a day and gently held in differ-
ent positions.

Socialization period

3 to 12 weeks

This is a critical period. During this
time, appropriate experience with



