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When people found a brown puppy
dragging itself along a main road , they

assumed it had been hit by a car. They
brought it to ARK and we were all shocked by
her deformed front legs. She walked like a
crab, her legs bent in the shape of the letter O
and her huge paws twisted out so that her
pads were raw and bleeding where they
grated on the ground. An X-ray at the vet's
revealed that this was no accident, she was
clearly suffering from malnutrition and lack of
sunshine which had caused rickets. Her legs
are now in splints to help straighten them out
and with a good diet, excercise and sunshine
she should grow normally. Despite the
discomfort she is a cheerful pup and
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obviously going to become enormous.
Muppet, as she is called, was probably bred
in squalid conditions and kept in a small cage
in a pet shop, deprived of light and a proper
diet, a victim of a fashion fad for big dogs.

As the awiful case in Saitama reveals, (where
a hundred large dogs were left to die of
malnutrition), there is no regulation or
inspection of pet shops or breeding
establishments, nor penalties for cruelty in
this country. But it is the foolish people that

‘buy fashionable dogs at pet shops who

perpetuate this misery. If nobody bought
these animals, breeders and pet shops would
go out of business.




