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Cats Protection, a'shelter just for cats
by Nanaka Gotoda (ARK volunteer)

We visited quite a few animal shelters
on ARK’s “British Dog Tour, “ but the

place that impressed me most was Cats
Protection, a shelter devoted to cats. It was
our second day in Britain, and we were at the
Crufts Dog Show.

| had never heard of a shelter just for cats in
Japan, so the idea sounded very fresh and
progressive to me.

The Cats Protection branch we visited was
located on the grounds of an NCDL shelter
(dogs only) in Eversham. In contrast to the
lively, vibrant impression they gave at the dog
show, it was a very small facility. There were
several cat houses, not all that large, with two
to five cats in each, behind double doors.
Only elderly cats, and a few special others,
were allowed to roam freely outside; they
welcomed us with a smile and a cool feline
attitude.

ETlZ TNk,

FpwWIOFIYaVOERIC
SN, COEEKGEAFUATED
B hids 2RADEEFIOBUEF
T. 75,000 % UR—ALTH,
FOFEHDOONEEEDIRS VYT
A4 PHF->TVNBDENS (FTIESUL
Wnwl), BTy XERFTOPNE P
BRATEDLEL, FREREIFTEL,
F - ZBOFUHFPEICEATS
EHD. BARTINDIMFOER
#H3% (V& BIC77.0008) Lo
EFRTEREH#LTVD. BRTIRE.
HEL [CXEBHEFI NS, BREE
B THES?IEFTEVWTH Do
WEMPOY TIVI—EE, RFYT
PRSVT 4 T RREFICERT S
T EDTE. ZOX Uy MIAREIC
EOTHRICE>THZRIFBDE
53,

ZEEESE. T TIINCDLE
ALEL. REBHEVICEND K
S5EEEH LTSS UL, ULhUIR

According to Cats Protection’s brochures, it is
Britain’s oldest and largest animal welfare
organization devoted to cats only, and
rehomes 75,000 cats annually. Amazingly,
90% of its activities are carried out by unpaid
volunteers (wonderfull). lts funds come from
the sale of cat goods and donations, and in
addition to operating shelters, the
organization puts out a monthly magazine
advocating neutering and offering all kinds of
cat-related information. A telephone hotline
offers advice as well, to 77,000 callers a
month! Their brochures also suggest, “if no
Cats Protection branch exists in your area,
how about starting one with your friends?” If
a shelter is just for cats, this means that staff
and volunteers can devote all their energies
to cats only, as opposed to squeezing time
for them between caring for dogs. Obviously,
a better situation for both cats and people.

At the branch we visited, staff cooperate with
NCDL to carry out training that will help dogs
and cats get used to each other. However,
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because it is run entirely by volunteers, lack
of funds means only very aggressive cats are
neutered at the facility; otherwise, neutering
and tests for FIV and FelLV must be carried
out by their new owners after rehoming. On
the other hand, the number of rehomes is
quite high: this branch rehomed 400 cats in
1999 alone, which | thought is a good figure
for such a small facility.

Because cats can live indoors and do not
require walking, they are suited to children
and adults, including the elderly, alike. For
this reason, in Britain cats are as popular as
dogs, if not even more popular: figures for
cat rehomes from shelters match those for
dogs.

Nevertheless, it was a thrill to encounter a
shelter just for cats, as this is something
virtually unheard of in Japan.Visiting Cats
Protection was truly a valuable learning
experience.



