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Lessons from England
by Naomi Nishikaze (ARK volunteer)

We were waiting for the taxi we had
called upon leaving Battersea Dogs’

Home, the final stop of our tour in England. A

Founded 1860

woman came out of Battersea with a dog,
and she happily told us that, after waiting
quite some time, she was finally able to take
that dog home with her today. As she raised
| had
heard that dogs were allowed to ride in British

her hand for a taxi, | held my breath.

taxis, but would one really stop for her? Sure
enough, a taxi pulled up and the woman got
in with her dog. When our taxi finally came,
the driver asked where our dog was;
customers who called from Battersea always
had a dog with them. It was then that |
realized how customary it is in England for
dogs to ride in taxis. For Japanese dogs to
gain the same right, Japanese owners must
to take

learn some lessons first:
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responsibility in training their dogs properly,
so they can be taken anywhere.

Another interesting thing was, there are no
pet shops in England. People who want an
animal must go to a shelter, like ARK, or to a
breeder. Every shelter had a system to
carefully screen would-be pet owners, asking
detailed questions both before and after the
animal is rehomed, interviewing every
member of the household, and visiting the
home to make sure it offers the right
environment for the animal. This ensures
that people who want a pet are made fully

aware of the responsibility involved.

Breeders, similarly, would never sell the
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animals they so lovingly and proudly raised to
someone they found to be unworthy.

In Britain, only people who are qualified to do
s0, are allowed to own animals. In Japan, by
contrast, anybody can own an animal,
regardless of their ability to care for it. Pet
shops, individual morals, euthanasia, laws...
In terms of all of these, our trip to England
showed me that Japan has a long way to go.




