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Visiting the Crufts Dog Show
by Hana Okamura (ARK staff)

More than 20,000 dogs took part in the
Crufts Dog Show. Trained dogs,
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including hunting dogs, displayed their
sharpness and obedience by following their
owners’ commands, while elsewhere,
carefully groomed dogs vied with others of
There

were obstacle races as well, featuring a wide

their breed in  “beauty contests.”

variety of participants: those that quickly and
efficiently cleared all the obstacles in their
path, others who ran the wrong way, and
others still who came to a complete stop in
front of the see-saw, afraid to proceed.
There was something for everyone, and it
was great fun.

In addition, there was a huge array of booths
set up by dog food manufacturers, animal
insurance companies, Frontline and other
pharmaceutical companies, and makers of
dog toys and other pet goods. British animal

shelters also had booths to sell products and
introduce the public to their activities. There
were over 100 booths in one hall, and five
halls in all!l What surprised me was that,
many of these booths would hand you a bag
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as you passed, containing pvamp‘hlyets éna
stickers, badges and pens. As an example of
the creative ideas | saw there, at the Frontline
booth, | received a tiny stuffed animal in the
shape of flea!

| was also surprised by how well-trained all
the dogs were. None of the dogs there
barked or growled when petted by strangers,
and biting of course was out of the quesiton.
Moreover, the dogs at the show did not jump
up, but quietly stood wagging their tails. This
is why, in England, people can take their
dogs shopping with them. )
It's sad that this would be unthinkable in
Japan. It was wonderful to see the dogs’
varied expressions: their intentness when
working, their tired faces after competing... Ih
addition to being a fun event for humah
participants, | got the feeling that the dogs
enjoyed themselves a lot too. It was an
experience | will never forget.



