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National Canine Defence Leaguc

A Dog is for Life

Visiting British Animal Shelters
by Nagi Okamoto (ARK Staff)

had often heard about sheiters in England
Ifrom Oliver-san, and thought | would like to
visit one if | ever got the chance.
During this trip to England, | had the chance
to visit quite a few. One thing that really
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ANIMAL-SHELTERS
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surprised me was how long some of them
have been in existence. One had a history of
160 years! It's unthinkable that someone
would have established a dog shelter in
Japan 160 years ago. Another thing that
impressed me was how British people think,
or feel, about animals. For example, all of
these shelters are financed by donations.
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THE BLUE CROSS

The scale of these donations is incredible:
people leave estates and legacies of millions

of pounds to animal shelters! When we

heard this, all of us from ARK heaved a big
sigh of envy. If only ARK were so lucky!
Although each of the shelters we visited had
a different character and atmosphere, the
structure of the kennels and the system of
caring for the dogs were more or less the
same. All of the shelters had the kennels
standing in the middle of a large, expansive
site, with a lot of greenery all around. As a
staff member, | found the inside of the
kennels were structured to make cleaning
and care easy to carry out -- something else
to envy! | was impressed by the heating
facilities at some of the kennels; which were
equipped with sensors tb come on
automatically when a dog or cat lay down to
sleep. Another impressive fact was that the
staff had specialized skills, with each doing
what he or she had been frained to do. | had
the feeling these shelters were run very
professionally.




