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Champions in the obedience competition at Crufts
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or 10 days during March, 14 staff and
Fvo|unteers from ARK and the Japan
Hearing Dogs Association visited a number of
shelters in the United Kingdom on a study
tour. The start of the tour began at Crufts, the
oldest and most famous dog show in the
world. For two busy days we watched agility
and obedience events, visited the hundreds
of booths selling pet products and promoting
the many animal charities in the UK.
Near Cambridge we visited Wood Green
Animal Shelters, set in 50 acres of green
fields, caring not only for dogs and cats but
also farm animals, donkeys and rare pets.
Then onto the NCDL's Rehoming Centre at
Eversham. The National Canine Defence
League is the UK's largest dog charity caring
for over 10,000 strays at its shelters
nationwide. Next we went to the Biue Cross
Centre and were shown round by Gwen
Bailey who is a leading animal behaviourist,
pioneer of programmes for rehabilitating

shelter dogs and author of 'The Perfect
Puppy' and other books. Last stop in the
Midlands was at the Hearing Dogs
Association. 150 dogs selected from shelters
per year, are trained here and throughout the
UK there are 650 hearing dogs in service.
Winding up our tour, we travelled to London
and the RSPCA Harmsworth Hospital which
has become famous through the BBC's
'Animal Hospital' series on TV. This busy
hospital receives 100 phone calls and sees
upto 160 patients/day. The treatment is free
to people on a low income. 7 veterinarians
and 23 veterinary nurses conduct 10 major
operations and 20 small ones (i.e.neutering)
per day around the clock.

Lastly, we visited the oldest dog shelter in the -

world, Battersea Dogs Home which takes in
50 stray dogs/day from the Greater London
area. With little room for expansion in a urban
setting, Battersea has built upwards. lIts

rehoming ‘centre is an impressive and

functional 8 storey building. It is said that it is
easier to adopt a child than to adopt a dog
from Battersea. Indeed, Battersea has strict
rehoming procedures with 20 full-time staff
interviewing people and 10 home checkers.
Battersea dogs are the Home's best
advertisment and every owner says with
pride, "My dog is a Battersea Dog."
Everyone on the tour returned to Japan
inspired to try to put some of the things we
saw into practice. Although we know that we
have such a long way to go to achieve the
high standards of animal welfare that exist in
the UK.
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