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ERBPBEVEEVEXTEEI X mummified body of dog which starved to death

Turning a Blind Eye. The Saitama Case

ARK is shocked by the case of the breeder
who kept 100 dogs in appauling conditions in’

Saitama and who then left them to die. What
is even more shocking is that the local
authorities who were aware of the case and
inspected the 'premises,

nothing to relieve the plight of these animals

or to prosecute this person for neglect and
cruelty. From a sanitary and hygienic
standard alone there should have been
enough evidence to have this place closed
down. We intend to publicize this case
around the world to let people know the mis-
erable conditions of breeding establishment
that exist in this country and how inept and
inhumane the Saitama authorities have been
in dealing with it.

did absolutely ‘

ALA (Save Animals, Love Animals) an
Sanimal welfare group based in Tokyo
recently brought our attention to a shocking
case of cruelty by a breeder based in Omiya
town, Saitama Prefecture. When SALA went
to investigate the two sites where dogs had
been kept for breeding, they found piles of
mummified bodies and the place littered with
bones and fur. Only 13 dogs barely alive had
survived, all suffering from lacerations, mal-
nutrition, broken bones and skin diseases .
Clearly many dogs had been kept in appaul-
ing conditions and all had perished in the
most horrendous way.

The situation had been going on for a long
neighbours'

time according to reports.

Everyday the sounds of dogs fighting and

killing each other filled the air. Slowly dying of
starvation the dogs had to eat each other in
order to survive. Of course the neighbours
complained to the local authorities
(hokensho) and what did they do ? Virtually
nothing. It took them, amazingly, 3 days to
locate the places although they had a name
and addresses and when they finally got
there the breeder said he'd do something to
remedy the situation. When they went back
again the dogs weren't there so they thought
the man had moved the animals somewhere
else. How could they fail to have noticed the
grisly remains ?

SALA rescued the surviving dogs but they still
remain in critical condition at various animal
hospitals. When SALA in an attempt to bring



