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Animals which people managed to bring out
with them, mainly pet dogs or cats were
either kept near the evacuation centres or at
a shelter set up by the Hokkaido Veterinary
Assocation. At the evacuation centres
animals were not allowed inside, instead
dogs were chained outside in the freezing
wind and snow without even simple kehnels
to keep them dry. Some people refused to go
into the evacuation centres, choosing instead
fo .stay in their cars with their pets but this
was also forbidden and pets were not allowed
to be left in cars.

It is impossible to know in any disaster how
long the effects will last, how long people will
remain evacuees. So the shelters like the one
set up by the Veterinary Association where
animals are kept in varikennels inside tempo-
rary prefabs and taken for walks by volun-
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teers or their owners is alright for a week or
so but over time these conditions lead to
stress and stress-related illnesess which. of
course the veterinarians are very much
aware. In addition,volunteer supplies dry up
and the vets have to return to their practices.

Japan's reputation for dealing efficiently with
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natural disasters will remain tarnished as far
as they fail to include animals in emergency

'guidelines and plans. Mt.Unzen, Kobe, Mt.

Usu, the list is endless. How many more
lessons have still not been learnt ?




