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ur local policeman appears

like a nice guy, happily
married with wife who does
nothing except cuddie the baby
all day. Last year they got a
Shiba puppy which they tied
outside in the carport. Being a
happy little fella, the puppy didn’t
complain about being lonely and
played by itself nor did it seem to
mind the exhaust fumes from the
police car when it was backed
into the carport. When the puppy
shed its hair the wife got angry
as she had to clean it up. It
never occurred to her to brush
the dog.
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When Oliver recently dropped by
the police box she searched for
the dog and found that it had
been banished to the far side
where it couldnt be seen.
Although it was still very friendly
and obviously craving attention,
it had become a sad little thing.
Not  surprisingly. lts plastic
kennel was filthy and the whole
area was filled with rotting feces.
The poor animal was restricted
from getting out of its own mess
by a short rusty chain. The water
bowl had been tipped upside
down out of reach.

The policeman came out smiling.
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They had moved the dog, he
explained, because its hairs
made the place untidy. And
blanket for kennel? They were
thinking about that since it was
getting colder. (Colder? It had
been freezing for more than a
month! ) Piles of feces? They
had been too busy to walk the
dog for the past couple of days.
(Couple of days? there was one
month’s deposit there at least)
And water? “Well,” he said
pointing, “there is a tap here.”
Oliver picked up the bowl and
filled it with water. The thirsty
dog drank and drank until the
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bowl was empty and he still
wanted more. Why keep a dog if
you can't take care of it
properly? “My baby likes it,” was
all he could reply.

Postscript.

I’'m happy to report that the dog
now has a blanket and can run
up and down the side of the
police box untied, as a gate has
been put up to form an enclo-
sure. The wife still forgets the
water but now she knows we are
watching. Wonder how she'd feel
if her baby was treated in the
same way.
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It is unfortunate that we have much more people wanting to adopt dogs rather
“than cats. Nevertheless the cats at ARK are all extremely friendly, and when you
approach them they'll just come right to you and demand cuddiing. Let us tell you
how marvelous it can be to live with cats.
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. They always come

. . onto our bellies when
. okl ‘.

ya] yh ) ‘., we are taking a nap.

When something"..
irritates them they "._
> go right off to ..
sharpen their nails.
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And then they get too
close and burn their
whiskers.

What cute paws they have when sleeping by the stove!
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They show their affection

by rolling over and
exposing their tummies.
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Cats are most lovely creatures! =
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% They always sneak into
A our futon (Oh, no!).
They get quite™
mad at vacuums®,
cleaners.
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