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My Family Satoshi Ogura, ARK Staff Member

My wife Tomoko and | started working at ARK a

little over two and a half years ago. Every day -

here brings new surprises and infuriating incidents,
so that time has passed very quickly.

When | was little, my family moved around a lot so |
never had any cats or dogs. When we married, we
didn't hold a wedding or receive any of the custom-
ary furniture and household items, but Tomoko
brought her old dog, Kabamaru, with her to our
house. That was the first encounter the Ogura
family had with a dog. Kabamaru died of cancer
three years ago, but while he lived he was a very
cute and loving member of the family. There was so
much he gave us. Maybe Kabamaru'’s coming to our
house was a sign that one day, we would be
working at ARK.

Today, my parents have three dogs at home, and
Tomoko and | have Harold and Shelly, as well as a
cat named Wally at our Yoshikawa home near ARK
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(Wally has an illness that
makes it hard for him to
urinate, so he's recupe-
rating at our house). All
of these animals came
from ARK. Half a year
ago, as we announced in a previous
newsletter, our cat Shiro died. Our
next cat, Patch, had feline AIDS and
died after just three months with us.
So while we have the joy of sharing
our lives with so many animals,
there is also the grief of losing them when they die.
However, working at ARK we hear stories on a daily
basis of animals who were abandoned or cruelly mis-
treated by their owners. Unfortunately, ARK cannot
take in all of these animals.
What Tomoko and | can do, we believe, is to take in
those animals who cannot hope to find new homes,
animals who due to illness or some other reason
can expect to spend the rest of their lives at ARK.
To these animals, we provide a home where they
can breathe their last in our arms.
So our days are spent rejoicing when Harold's aller-
gies seem to be better, and worrying when Wally
has trouble urinating. Every two days we had to put
an unwilling Shiro on an IV, while Harold’s skin aller-
gies mean we can scarcely get a good night's sleep,
especially during the humid rainy season when his
itching makes him start running all over the house.
Animals with physical ailments require a lot of extra
care, but what we get back from them is so much
more than we give. Although they suffer from incur-
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able diseases, they don't despair or close in on
themselves, but continue to give us the same love
day after day.

The more | learn about the depressing, deep-rooted
situation of pets in Japan, the more wretched and
hopeless | feel. And yet their cheerfulness and good
nature have helped me countless times.

Tomoko also cares for the animals at ARK as a staff
member, but my duties are in the office, primarily on
the computer, where | prepare the newsletter, fliers,
illustrations, PR and so on. Although my work at
ARK doesn’t put me directly in touch with all the
animals here, next to my computer is Lisa, whose
hindquarters are paralyzed from a hernia, while
cowardly Kim lies under the desk. And Betty is
always underfoot, looking for any food that might
have dropped on the floor. Being able to work in
such an environment is one of my favorite things
about being at ARK (although there is also the
downside: finding poop on the floor next to the desk,
being unable to hear what someone’s saying on the
phone from all the noise...).

And then, when we finish work and go home,
Harold, Shelly and Wally all welcome us back, each
in his own way. So although my work is called
animal welfare, many times it works the opposite
way, with me being cheered up and supported by
animals, and thanks to them every day is a rich
mixture of hardship and sadness, fun and joy.

We have a lot of anxiety on account of poor Wally,
but Wally himself is the picture of good spirits. Now,
when all our family can live together like this, are the

happiest days of our lives.



