I\ TEE

EHATTSREHERERY

BEK hdb

l;lﬂ@MﬁEﬁBlé%ﬁ
DETELDNTOLEN
NYTE (FZ8) D, WEsn
BELEETOEHRRETEORE
H5HO>T. REXRODE THRT
TBEICHL>TEEFLE. 5
Bl&Z QIR FREICDOVTS

LBEELEL& S,
JIRVUTESEF, ¥ ZZF
Fﬁ@it@“%l\AJ_"EE@M

RCEO>TERIDEETT. N
NYPERF. FECTHM, HE
FEMAICHTL. TDHRD
TR, £EHLURNIEDRSD
BHthE ELDNTVET,

CORRFE. ¥HZDORMOD
BEICKDIEAICAD ., =&
[CIFZDORMERDPICEFELE
T, FRIMIATHOHLTIEIEY
BIRCHRIMERAEES o GAa).
BesnfREEELTEDD
SEBERERLET. READ
BOEBERDR. FPHMEREOE
PR IFVWEENRENTT,. T
KOBROETIE. ENOEH

BBRILKE>TEDREIFELT
9., 2HEFITIFTDOLSEER
NEETTH. BVEIERRE
FTIHERD EoEDETF, O
EFLTRERDEVEVDSR
EHEBEEHIELIEDTDEK
T, HlC, BEHDODIBICYay
IO TELHE>TLES &N
SIBEHHBEDTI,

PUIE. TOXKDFIREDHE
Rofth, RIMIRADRERZRE
?ég&f?bi?obvb
2HHROESNTERERRIRD
ﬂé@HBO%\E&%LEét

o

HEOMRRETINEZR DS
BLENEHFBEELELD
DEBA.

BERE. TEUTRERERAD
BEHHERINTVET. LY
L. TOHBRLE CRED
RHENZHEEEFRAPEN
HELOHME) HEVIZYD
%hB@ﬁhf@ﬁfWﬁ“E

é’é, :g\agnﬁ\’\t": ﬁﬁ&% \

EEBEDCOTTERTDHE
EEOTWVWEY, TOEHFHOM
[C. BMPRFBOEEICKD.
AEvENEELEEEZBSFED
BTREREITVET. £IEL.

Canine BabesioSsiS kaori Shimizu, Higashida Veterinary Clinic
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abesiosis, or Tick Fever, used
Bto be known as an illness
favouring hunting dogs that
wandered about the countryside,
but due in part to the expansion of
housing developments deep into
mountainous regions, incidence
has become common in house-
hold pets.
Babesiosis refers to the illness
from an infection of a certain pro-
tozoan that uses ticks as a host.
The protozoan is found primarily
in Kyushu, Shikoku and Kinki,
with nearby areas, Mt. Rokko and
Mt. lkoma, also known to be
within the infection belt.
When an infected tick bites, the
enters the dog’s
bloodstream and feeds from
inside the red corpuscles. As it
divides and proliferates within

protozoan

destroyed (hemolysis), and sub-
sequently the dog shows clear
symptoms of anemia. These
symptoms include fever, deep
oranged-coloured urine, tongue
and mucous membranes coated
white. The dog's energy and
appetite drops relative to the pro-

gression of the anemia. In acute

cases, the symptoms are plainly
evident, but in some cases the
nature of the illness may not be
so visible and dog owners may
witness only their pet’s lethargy
and lack of appetite over several
weeks. In extreme cases, a dog
may fall into shock and die within
days.

Diagnosis can be made by
ascertaining the above symp-
toms and by identifying the pro-
tozoan in the red corpuscles.

identification of the protozoan is
only 50% accurate, and it is not
uncommon for the parasite to be
missed in an average blood test
even at the chronic stage.

The recommended treatment is
to prescribe an anti-protozoan
However because
the medicine’s range
(from the dosage at which the
is effective to the
dosage at which side effects
appear) is narrow, at our hospital
we inject light doses many times.
in addition to the injections,
the extent of

medication.
safety

medicine

depending on
anemia and debilitation, we also
include intravenous drips and
blood transfusions. But, because
in many cases a relapse can
occur 10 — 14 days from the first
treatment, you should definitely

two weeks, even if your dog has
recovered. We need to under-
stand that the rate of recurrence
is high, especially in dogs under
2 years and over 8 years. Inter-
mittent recurrences up to about
one year after the first treatment
have also been reported.

So, it is important to accept that
once an animal is infected with
babesiosis, a complete cure is
difficult. Families can prevent it
by keeping their pet away from
ticks, that is away from the
mountains and grass thickets. A
topical insecticide may be
applied to keep ticks away and
must be applied immediately
should a tick affix itself. Early
detection and
check the advancement of babe-
siosis, not to mention preventing

treatment  will

the red blood cell, the cell is However, even in acute cases, have another check-up within its spread to other dogs.
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