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problems inherent in the sale
and care of animals in Japan’s
unregulated pet shops, and also
introduced animal welfare activi-
ties in Great Britain. The tea-
chers also studied various other
materials from ARK in advance,
to deepen their knowledge of
animal welfare in general.

The visit to the school was
made by Elizabeth Oliver and
two staff members, accompanied
by ARK'’s goodwill ambassadors
Chobi and Momo Too. All of the
school’s 6th-graders, about 80
children in all, gathered in the
school’s auditorium, where they
sat on the floor. The lesson took
place in a relaxed atmosphere,
with Chobi and Momo Too free to
move around among the kids.
First, we handed out gquestion-
naires to find out about the
children’s attitudes to their own
pets, if any, and what animals
protection meant to them. Next,
we showed a program for
children aired on NHK that
featured ARK and its activities.
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Finally, we talked about ARK
activities that were not introduced
in the video, such as our efforts
to amend the Animal Protection
Law; our promotion of companion
animals and guide dogs; and our
educational activities.

After this lecture part of the
lesson, Chobi and Momo Too
helped us demonstrate how to
pet a dog you're meeting for the
first time, and how to teach
simple training commands (Sit,
Down, Wait etc.).

We had a few children come
up front to try it, too. It was a
very simple lesson, but especial-
ly for those children who had
little previous experience with
who didn't like
animals before, it provided many

animals, or

new discoveries, such as how
friendly dogs are and how easy
they are to train.

In the question-and-answer
session afterwards, we were
struck by the students’ openness
and positive attitudes: virtually

every child present had a
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question to ask! Some of these
were quite profound; one child
asked Liz Oliver what “life”
meant to her.

At the very end of the lesson,
the children played EI Condor
Pasa on flutes they had made
themselves, to thank us for
coming.

After the New Year holidays,
one of the 6th-grade teachers
came to ARK to bring us the
photos from our visit, and also
compositions written afterwards
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by the students. The vibrant
expressions on the children’s
faces as they played with Chobi
and Momo Too, and their
descriptions of the change in
their awareness with regard to
animals’ lives, moved us deeply.
(We plan to have the children’s
compositions on ARK’s home-
page, at hitp://www.wombat.or.
jp/arkbark/ )




