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Reaching Out to the Adults of the Future
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A Report on ARK’s Educational Activities

RK’s role as a shelter for
Aabandoned and abused
animals is a core aspect of our
animal welfare activities. How-
ever, in the face of allegedly one
million animals being destroyed
annually by the authorities, ARK
is now augmenting its rescue/
shelter/rehoming activities with
future-oriented educational activi-
ties aimed at changing this sad
reality.

ARK has participated in “life
science” classes at several
schools so far, and seeing
children who had never touched
a dog before in their lives play
happily with ARK dogs by the
end of the lecture is proof
enough of the importance of this
activity, and of our responsibility
to the society of the future. ARK
is now looking for educational
organizations interested in
carrying out these activities with
us.

5th Grade Class at Nishitani
Elementary School, Takarazuka
November 2, 1999

In line with the Takarazuka
School Board’s policy this year
of “Children learning on their
own initiative,” the fifth-graders
at Nishitani had formed research
groups to study topics of their
own choosing, such as “Friends
of islands,” “Animal welfare,”
“Animals facing extinction,” and
“Hybrid cars.” The children in the
animal welfare group had used
the Internet to find ARK's home-
page, and had sent us an e-mail
inviting us to their research pre-
sentation.

On the day of the presentation,
the school’s halls were lined with
panels displaying each group’s
research materials, and class-
rooms were open so that tea-
chers and parents could go from
presentation to presentation.
Between presentations, the child-

ren had time to look at other
groups’ panels and conduct fund-
raising activities for their causes.

The content of the presenta-
tions were left up to the children,
so the animal welfare group
decided that the first half would
be conducted by the students,
and the second half by ARK.
Because the children had studied
about animal welfare, we decided
to limit our discussion to pet-
related problems in Japan and
ways to solve them, giving actual
examples from our experience.
Afterwards, we responded to
questions from children and their
parents.

The children were all extreme-
ly lively and engaged in what
they were doing, showing us
how valuable it is to give children
a chance to choose their own
topics, to structure their own les-
sons, to “learn on their own ini-
tiative.”

6th Grade Class at Kayano
Elementary School, Mino
December 14, 1999

We were asked to take partin a
“Life Science” lesson at Mino’s
municipal Kayano Elementary
School after an article about
ARK'’s activities appeared in the
morning edition of Asahi Shimbun
(on October 3).

In advance of our visit, we
asked the class to watch a video
of a documentary programme
which showed ARK as part of its
coverage on various problems
which deal with animal condi-
tions in Japan, and which intro-
duced animal welfare activities in
other countries as well. The pro-
gramme showed what happens
to animals in Japan when they
are abandoned by their owners,
explained the methods used by
the authorities to  destroy
animals, emphasized the neces-
sity of neutering, exposed the



