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RK is now in its tenth year.

Over this time we have
taken in hundreds of stray, aban-
doned and abused cats and
dogs, most of which have been
happily rehomed. Others due to
old age or chronic illness could
not find homes and these have
spent their last years at ARK.
And others, despite being young,
have been so fraumatized by
their early experiences that they
are too shy or nervous of stran-
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Doing the Best We Can

gers to allow an understanding
person to take them in. All these
animals have been given the
best care that we can provide,
given our means and circum-
stances. But life for a shelter
animal is not the same as being
one animal in a comfortable
home with a family.
Although we get very attached to
our animals and are sad when
they leave, we hope that their
time at ARK will be as short as

loving

possible and that they can move
on to a better permanent life.

Despite efforts our best, it is
impossible for us to take in all
the animals in need. If we
exceed the number that our
space and manpower can
manage, we jeopardize the stan-
dard of care we can provide. Of
course we all dream of being
able to save every animal but to
think like this is to suffer from a
delusion. Every year throughout
Japan, over a million cats and
dogs are killed brutally by the
hokensho. The actual number
thrown away is probably three
times that figure. How could ARK
or any othér organization deal
with that number unless the
majority are euthanized?

Yet there are always people
ready to criticize. “Why can’t
ARK take in more animals?” they
cry. “You accept donations and
claim to be an animal shelter and
yet you refuse animals.” My
answer to them is “YOU try

rescuing ALL the animals that
need help and see how YOU get
on.” These kind of people are full
of words and few actions.
Usually they do nothing to save
and look after animals them-
selves but are overly active at
spreading rumours and writing
anonymous letters. There are
also misguided people who start
off with good intentions of trying
to save everything and as the
numbers grow end up with a
hell-hole situations where the
animals in their care are over-
crowded, diseased and die lin-
gering miserable deaths because
their ‘saviour’ has run out of
money and is no longer able to
cope. However awful their situa-
tion was before it was probably
better than it is now. Even death
in the hokensho, however
horrible, is sometimes preferable
to the fate of these poor animals.

Few people, except those who
rescue animals themselves
consider the process and



