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Dr Bruce Fogel,
sa veterinarian
and writer of many books on dog training
and behaviour was invited by the Japan
Hearing Dogs Association to give two
lectures on September 23rd, 1999. Elizabeth
Oliver and Pat Lawrie, a volunteer dog
behaviourist staying at ARK together with
Chobi, our PR dog travelled to Matsumoto in
Nagano Prefecture to hear the lectures.
(Chobi stayed with us at the Buena Vista
Hotel. He behaved impeccably setting a
good example to prove that a well-behaved
dog can be accepted and welcome in any
hotel)

Dr. Bruce Fogel, a Canadian by birth, has
made London, where he has a veterinary
practice, his home for the past 30 years. He
described the enormous changes which
have occured in veterinary medicine during
that time and said that the most important
issue facing veterinary medicine today is
animal welfare.

Amongst the changes are the huge increase
in women veterinarians; for example in
Sweden 95% of veterinarians are women. it
is women veterinarians who have made the
profession more caring and more welfare
conscious. In Dr. Fogel’s clinic the
atmosphere in the consulting room is
relaxed and homely; nobody wears a
uniform and dogs belonging to the nurses
wander freely around. This informal
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approach is designed to create a feeling of
relaxation and to reduce stress for both the
patient and its owner. Dogs, especially
puppies on their first visit, naturally feel
frightened while being examined and often
having a needle stuck into them. So Dr.
Fogel has treats scattered around the floor
to make it a positive experience rather than
a frightening one. He seldom lifts dogs onto
an examination table, but after quietly
approaching them examines them at floor
level. He says he rarely uses a muzzle. If the
dog is relaxed, the owner too becomes
relaxed.

Veterinarians today deal as much with
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