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fCork died on December 1st after an operation to remove a cancerous growth.
She was one of ARK’s longest and oldest residents and had been here 8
years.

One day a man came to ARK and said he wanted to adopt a German Shepherd
we had at the time, to keep in his yard. I told him I would come and check his
place. I took the Shepherd along but found the place was awful; lots of metal
and machinery strewn around the ground and also broken glass. I told him it
was too dangerous for a dog. Then I noticed a small Shiba tied beside a
miserable dirty kennel with an empty water bowl. The high concrete wall
behind faced south and it obviously became like an oven in summer. He said he
got the Shiba from a friend to act as a guard dog but she never barked so he
wanted the German Shepherd instead. He agreed to let me take the Shiba so I
put her in the car, then I put the German Shepherd back in too and as 1 drove
away I said he didn't deserve to have any dog. So instead of rehoming one dog I
brought back two.

Cork as she was called was a pure Shiba, sometimes moody and very obstinate.
She got angry if you wanted to clean her ears or cut her nails. But over the years
she mellowed and when she became blind she was moved inside and spent her
last years in the warmth of the office. Although she wasn't the easiest dog to
handle she was very much part of ARK's family and we miss her very much.
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