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SKIN PARASITES - ACARIASIS AND

SCABIES (Sarcoptic Mange)

Akina Yuasa, Higashida Animal Hospital

here are many parasites on cats and dogs but

I'd like to focus on two kinds of mites found

under the skin which are not visible to the
eye and can only be detected by examining skin
scrapings under a microscope.
Scabies is caused by a microscopic spiderlike mite.
It often occurs in kittens and puppies or in animals
with low immunity. The typical sypmtoms are
intense ichiness starting with the ears,
face, legs and gradually spreading all
over the body. There is increasing loss
of hair due to the scratching and
finally the skin becomes dry, scabby,
crusty and darkly pigmented. In severe
cases the animal cannot sleep and loses
weight. The mites can transfer to
humans and live on human skin,
around the abdomen or thighs for upto

3 weeks.

Acariasis is transfered from the mother
to her young 72 hours after birch. The

mite is always present even on a healthy
skin. Some dogs and cats are carriers even
though they don’t show any symptoms. It is said
that animals with low immunity (those in season or
after giving birth, cats which have FIV or FellV ) are
more vulnerable but this has not been proven.
Unlike scabies it is not so itchy and if the affected
area is limited, it may heal naturally. However it
can spread quickly over the body and in the second
stage of infections the skin may erupt with pus and
the animal may succumb to fever. At this stage the
disease can be life-threatening.

It is vital to seek veterinary advice as early as
possible with both these skin diseases. The
treatment is usually long and will involve using
insecticide dips under veterinary supervision.
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more easily cured than acariasis, is
highly infectious to other animals and humans.
Acariasis is much more diffcult to cure but is not
contagious. In severe cases euthanization is
considered as an option. Whenever your pet shows
any sign of itchiness or redness of the skin it wise to
ask your veterinarian to check the cause of the
irritation. It may be fleas, it may be psychological
symptoms caused by anxiety or boredom, or it may
be one of the above. )
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