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Ryu

Y live in front of Ryu's house. It's been 8 years
Isince he came to live with Mr, Omori. When

Ryu was a puppy, he was a little furry white
ball. Mr. Omori took excellent care of him. Ryu
was always walked, fed, brushed, washed, and
loved. I was worried when Mr. Omori got Ryu
because of memories from my childhood. When I
was a little girl, Mr. Omori had five dogs but he

didn't look after them. The dogs increased in
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number until one day, the Hokensho came and took
them all away. I still
remember those dogs'
faces as they were loaded §
on the truck. However, |
until his death a year |
ago, Mr. Omori always ‘
carefully looked afte
Ryu. It was only after hi
death that the problem

started.

Mr. Omori's son took
over Ryu's care. He threw away the dog house, and kept Ryu in the
hallway. Soon after his facher's death, the son quit his job and couldn't
pay the rent. He often stayed away for days at a time. Fortunately,
there was a hole near the front door and neighbours fed Ryu through
it. Sometime after that, the son moved Ryu to the back of the house,
where no one could reach him. The son was still gone for long periods
of time, sometimes up to a week. All we could do was listen to Ryu's
hungry, lonely cries. We had to do something, if this went on Ryu
would eventually die. Some of the neighbours and myself went to the
landlord to get the key, but he hated dogs and would not give it to us.
“Leave it there, so what if the dog dies, it's none of your business” |,
was what he said. That same day, Mr. Omori's ex-wife came by to see
Ryu. Even though they had been divorced many years before, she still
occasionally came by to check on Ryu. She gave us permission to
break the lock and give Ryu food and water, which we did.But the
situation for Ryu was still very bad. When she returned, the son's
girlfriend treated Ryu terribly. She often hit him and said she wanted
to just take him to the hokensho since he was too much trouble.

We contacted some animal welfare groups,and they encouraged us to

look for a new home for Ryu, which we had already been doing
without any luck. Finally we heard about ARK, and you were our
last hope. If ARK hadn't taken Ryu in, I don't know what would
have happened to him. I'm so thankful that Ryu's lonely days are
over and he has a second chance in life. Thank you from the bottom
of my heart. '
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