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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS
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Unkind Kindness
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There are many faces of cruelty. Sometimes it is
physical abuse carried out intentionally by
sadistic or mentally sick people; cases like Hana,
D the Amagasaki dog, who had a tight chain wound
around her belly, or Coco the kitten, legs smashed by a
hammer or Ryu the Akita dog who was left to die in a
locked house. Other cases show the callousness and
heartlessness of people like the family who brought a young
Golden Retriever to ARK one morning. They already had
another but the children had picked up this one. If ARK
didn't take it they said they would take it to the hokensho ( or
most probably throw it away). We agreed to accept it and
asked them to contribute something to the cost of vaccination
and neutering. But they refused, implying they could save
money by having it killed by the hokensho. With parents like
that, what sort of people will their children become ?

Sometimes cruelty is perpetrated by so-called animal lovers,
like the collectors who continously rescue animals because
they feel sorry for them but as numbers grow, money dries up
and they can no longer cope, their animal haven turns into a
hell-hole. Then there are animal lovers who over-protect their
pets like the case of the Shiz Tzu in ‘Badger's Letter'. These
sort of owners never let their dogs out of the house or take
them for walks, never bother to brush them or clip their nails
which grow so long they curl into the pads. Through lack of
exercise and sunshine, these animals have flabby muscles and
often get horrible skins diseases.

Then there are pet owners who buy fashionable breeds which
spend hours at a beauty parlour having their coat trimmed
and shampooed. When they come out they are covered with
ribbons and reek of perfume. But these same pampered pets
often have smelly ears, rotting teeth and have never been
vaccinated, let alone neutered. Their owners prefer to spend
money on making them look nice rather than on essential
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