A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

WINTER 1998 i3

Bl zalaad
2 7 BD SO F it DETE

By E A

- SOEULBNATIIE, 8805T
KBJDBWICATEOO>TVEDS, FHEE

ATUES> T, FHEENTRDLIIC
Bo>TUE2RATY., AEFHELTERULWATIIT
E.l SBECABRBEIDD >TEILE., BEZEDDT
TEEAXRAL. BEH>TNDIDOEDIIMNOTLU & DB,
BAMERICSZAMIDORS, BOIBYIEFIBICON
TRIEELHDEERLTRUNEDTY., MAIE. B8
CFREFHELT, TFEEeVA<BNCRSED, BT
ENTETEENR, ] EB|ATULED
TIN, ESE->TE. AHDNVESTF
BOEEFHEEAL®OIEATY.) &
D\ rFEDOR SN DDBICHNVELS
IEATIX. ) BREEEDNTH DD
LTUEDTEDFEAETUE, BE|
BHS, TABKDICUTEENESE
FiEl. ACEDEND T EZEIKICH
L ABICEBORRELTE. 80N
BDCERFKMNENDBICE >TUEN
Y, OOTHET DL, LEECTHT,
BLNWTNEMBERSBZZVA—D
ARIY—ERDI. BUKIB/IS—-F

TERERDELTLESBRIBDET, 19885,

KEDSPCADEE T, FRAOFHOREFME. RIE
BIH-TE, HBEZHSE<RNEESHRSEHH. T
DOEB &S ERBLUTIVEAZRAXRL2EDFANICFHEL
THTUR, RORFONHIBBRUIUE, BHE—#
CFHEEENTERTESL, FMUTUERAERIDTY,
FR - FEIE®2y UL SFEFHOTETY. BN
BNDSBIR, FEERIONSE L >EHUNOETIITE,
10BBRERINITEBNTLZE, ESRESVETEDL.
LSO ETELBRNOTFRRBREES THEDL. koD
DERRNL., EDSFMNEEEEITEDL. ERINC
EFKHTY, 10FFCMHTEHELZ20L(E, TDHE
ORBBICEEER DO T > EMOFFRICHEIL, 2D
BENE- LU0, BEZEEEELRDESED
MRVVERD BN BEOERICEBHLTIN. B2
NENEEOHREEEOUDIHEORKICETILELT
HT<N, SERATY, KIC. ZAROV-BICONTIE.
HORICITADEFRSIED. BRTV-F/IELTLUE
SWEER T, ECICTEENTHIEDE. RROER
ORMTEBIBETNET,

BEULCHIE
O FIV (BRETRD 1 L ABRE) L8 - EBFHOR
RIZBR) ORWODIC, MBLOVDBOXLEDOTITEBRLETY.

FIVIZ, BPERELZVEBELE LA BHOMSTIIRE

BROERCOBRSED L bhoTWET, LiL, £Eh
HEICERL TWFHIE. BED L  BEXRTHRM~%7 A
DOMIZECTLTLE ) L0 T, £RE b TRLTFHHFIV
it L RIeA 8413, EENThH oML HOEE TFIVIZER
LTLESlbWw) LR ET,

Neutering Puppies and Kittens
Preventing the Cycle of Micery

by Ayako Kakinuma
Kakinuma Pet Clinic

now that she’s had kittens, she brings them around for food as

well. Could I bring her in to be neutered?” Today again we
received just such a phone call. The person who made it does not
consider herself a pet owner, but she should realize that feeding an
animal every day makes her responsible for it in other ways as well, such
as cleaning up after it and caring for its young. Formerly in such cases,
we would neuter the mother first, and request the person to bring in the

€€ I've been feeding a stray cat that comes around every day, and

kittens for neutering as well when they are six months old. Too often,
however, the six months would pass only for the person to report that
Bl che kircens had already given
birth to litters of their own, or
that they had stopped coming
for food and were nowhere to be
¥ found.

Unfortunately, kittens born to
stray mothers grow up extremely
wary of human beings.
Although they will come around
to be fed, they will never allow
themselves to be touched,much
less picked up and held. When
_ they grow up, the lucky ones
eventually find themselves
sponsors of their own: people who are kind enough to feed them, but
who give little thought to the consequences of their actions. The second
generation gives birth to a thitd generation, and the cycle is repeated.
The unlucky ones, of course, are picked up by the pound and
exterminated, or starve to death, or are run over by cars.

Thus it was with great relief that I read in a 1988 report by the U.S.
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals that neurering, while
having beneficial consequences, has no ill effects when performed on
puppies and kittens.

Here was the solution to my dilemma of many years: I immediately
neutered two 2 month old stray puppies—a male and a female—that
were in my care at the time, and have followed this practice ever since.
Today, when I receive calls like the one introduced at the beginning of
this article, I tell the caller to bting in the young for neutering together
with the mother.

With females, it was a bit difficult to locate the uterus at first, but after
about ten operations I knew exactly where to look. And there are
numerous advantages to operating on immature animals: the amount of
drugs required is greatly reduced, as is blood loss, which means the
operation takes less time to perform, and recovery is much fastet, all of
which contribute to lower costs as well.

The first two puppies I neutered, ten years ago now, have remained in
my care as I fele responsible for following their progress. They went
through puppy training, and cooperated with various experiments of
mine, such as seeing the effects of daily toothbrushing. I have taken
them out on countless public outings, for animal welfare activities and
to serve as models for dog training classes, and they remain healthy to
this day. With regard to Mah, the male, the fact that I could take him
everywhere without ever wotrying about his fighting with other dogs or
urinating indoors to mark tetritory, is something in particular for which
I strongly credit his being neutered at an early age.
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