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eople sometimes arrive on ARK’s doorstep with a
dog (or cat) saying,

“ Can you take care of my pet?” When we ask, “Why ?”,
they say they are moving into an apartment
which doesn’t allow pets, or some other excuse. o
“When are you moving?” “Tomorrow” is too &g
often the answer. They have brought the poor animal
(sometlmes several animals) all the way to ARK
expecting our hearts
will melt when we
see it and take it
in. This is a form
of blackmail.
One extreme
example was a
couple who had
come all the way
from Kanagawa
with a Husky.
The dog was
obviously stressed and

tired after the long journey.
Their excuse was the husband
was moving to a job in America
and the wife into an apartment.
They explained how much the dog
meant to them and the fact that they

had originally saved him from death at
the hokensho, but despite all this, they wanted to get
rid of him.

When we said we were already overflowing and our
staff were overloaded with work, their sad expression
turned to one of anger. “But you call yourselves an
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