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's the Flea Season Once Again

Every year, our clinic is approached by a huge number of people who

are having trouble with fleas. How are our readers' pets doing in this

regard?

Fleas are terrible pests: besides sucking animals' blood and making
them itch, they carry other

parasites as well, while simple
contact with them can cause
allergic skin reactions in some
and even anaemia, in extreme
cases. Their bites ate extremely
itchy for human beings also,
and in some people cause

runny blisters.

Fleas are about 2 to 4
millimeters long, and look like
tiny dark brown grains. They are
often found on an animal's back, near
the tail, and on the soft skin from the
inside of the legs to the stomach. All of you
have surely seen your dog or cat twist around and
start chewing his hindquarters, around the
tail. And yet sometimes, when you
examine the area your animal is
scratching so desperately, you
will not find a single flea. This
happens when the animal has

very diligently caught every flea
that was there and eaten it.

This behaviour of eating fleas creates another problem: not only
are fleas parasites themselves, but they serve as carriers of other
parasites. Perhaps some readers have found something white moving
around in their pets' faeces, or small white or yellowish-white things
the size of a rice grain sticking to their anus. If you take these to a
veterinarian for testing, he will probably tell you they ate segments of a
tapeworm, an intestinal parasite that is spread by fleas. Tapeworms
grow inside the animal's intestines, reaching lengths of 10 to 40, and
sometimes even 70 centimeters. Segments of their body ate excreted
with the animal's faeces. There are almost no symptoms if the number
of parasites is small, but if they are numerous they can cause bleeding
and inflammation of the intestines, and in animals with weak immune
systems, even death. Although tapeworms can be flushed out of the
system with drugs, they will only appear again if fleas are about -- so
the key is to get rid of fleas at the same time. If human beings, for
example infants, swallow a flea by mistake, they too may become hosts
to tapeworms. For this reason as well, getting rid of fleas is very
important.

So, how should this be done? The traditional methods of flea powders,
flea collars and shampoos may be used, but more effective and safer in
terms of your animal's health are new sprays, mousses and medicines--
both internal and external--that are now available. The method you
should use is determined by the number of fleas and by your pet's
environment, so I suggest you visit your veterinarian to discuss which
method is best for your pet. I hope you will find the information I have
provided here useful, and that you and your pets will be able to spend a
happy, flea-free summer.

Yuasa Akina
(Higashida Veterinary Clinic)
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