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In our Spring newsletter we briefly introduced Japan Hearing
Dogs for Deaf People which began in 1996 modelled along the
lines of Britain’s Hearing Dogs for Deaf People Society
(founded in 1982). Today over 500 Hearing dogs are out
working throughout Britain . These dogs are not only working
dogs but much loved family pets. Anthony Blunt, Director
General of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People UK comments:

"The role of Japan Hearing Dogs for Deaf people is to take a
dog from a rescue centre ot local dog pound and to turn it into
a highly trained, sociable, loving companion. After training,
the dog becomes the constant friend of a deaf person with their
eats pricked twenty four hours a day ready to tell of any sound.

When a sound goes off, be it a doorbell or smoke alarm, the
dog will politely touch its deaf owner with its paws and
respond appropriately to the sound.

Hearing Dogs are more however than just indicators of sound.
They are a great confidence booster and the key to breaking the
ice in an often isolated world.

In Japan especially the Society is working to improve the
animal welfare situation in this country by showing people the
way to treat dogs in the humane way that they deserve, and by
educating people to make a dog well-behaved and a pleasure to
own, through kindness, patience, motivation and fun."
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MANY THANKS FOR OUR NEW VAN

ARK recently received delivery of an air-conditioned 4-wheel drive van
for carrying animals. This vehicle was donated by the Japan Small
Animal Veterinary Association (JSAVA), which has supported ARK

with donations in the past.
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