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If your dog pulls.........
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One of the reasons why many dogs
get taken to the hokensho by their owners to
be killed or are abandoned, is because they are
uncontrollable. It all starts like this.

People go to a pet shop and buy a fashionable
cute little Golden Retriever puppy. They let
the children take the puppy for walks. The
puppy pulls the child along out of control or
sometimes the child yanks the lead and drags
the puppy along. Within a year this puppy
becomes a powerful 40 kg dog. By this time
neither children, nor mother certainly not
grandmother can walk it because it pulls too
strongly. It is walked less and less, building
up excess energy which means it pulls more
and more and finally develops serious
behavioural problems, even aggression.

All these problems could have been avoided
had the puppy been trained to walk on a lead
correctly from the start. Many people assume
small dogs are easy to walk as they don't pull
while all big dogs pull. If we look at Guide
Dogs (for the blind) we can see this isn't true,
it is basically a matter of training.

Unfortunately in Japan there are few obedience
classes for ordinary pets and all too often
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troublesome dogs are sent off to trainers where
they are forced into obedience out of fear of
punishment and then returned to their owners
worse than before. When owners try to control
their dogs themselves they often resort to a
choke chain. Since most choke chains are fitted
by inexperienced owners incorrectly, they not
only fail to stop the dog from pulling but also
risk permanently injuring the dog's neck.

Another totally barbaric device is the Spike or

German choke chain. It strangles the dog by
literally biting into the neck no matter how
little pressure is applied. Dog owners in Japan
often resort to these cruel devices because they
are the only things available and because most
trainers here still promote them.

Since many advances have been made in recent
years in obedience training the choke chain has
become obsolete in Britain and the spike choke
chain is banned. Hopefully humane training
aids will soon reach Japan.

Some of the following are already available or
can be ordered. We must stress however that
all these products need to be correctly fitted
and properly used if they are to obtain the
desired results. Further information of product
availability, uses and methods can be obtained
from ARK.
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