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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS
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had to spend its last hours in terror crammed into a
cold concrete cell with other miserable animals to
await a cruel, painful death ?

How would you feel if you knew your beloved pet dog

Sad ? Shocked ? Heart-broken ? Of course.

Yet many lost pets end up in hokensho cells, waiting in vain
for their owners who never come. Hokensho statistics only
reveal numbers, not how many animals are lost, as opposed
to being thrown away, given up or just handed in. Many of
the dogs have registration tags on their collars issued by the
hokensho, but owners are never informed. The onus is on.the
owner to check if his dog is
there.

How do these dogs end up
at the hokensho ? From
the enquiries that ARK
gets from worried owners
about their pets
disappearance, common
factors emerge. Mostly it is
the owner's carelessness or
lack of precaution that is to
blame. Owners almost
never tag their dog with
their name and telephone
number. " He was always
in the house so I didn't
think it necessary", is their excuse. " He often went off but
always came back", is another. ( 99% of the time he might,
but we can't assume he will 100%). Many dogs disappear in
panic during thunderstorms/fireworks or if strange workmen
/ service men are doing some repairs in the house. (Dogs
should always be put in a safe secure place at these times).

Many owners fail to act immediately to search for their dog
thinking he'll come back eventually. They don't know that
the dogs caught by the hokensho are killed (NOT
euthanized, as many people naively believe) within three
days by law. Many people trust the hokensho thinking one
phone call is enough and the hokensho will contact them if
their dog is found. (Most hokensho don't care and certainly
don't bother to return the call.) Lost animals in Japan are

classified as GOMI.(rubbish)
The golden rules for saving you and your pet heart-break are:

1. Write your telephone number in large letters on a tag or
on the dog's collar.

2. Keep current photographs of your dog.

3. As soon as your dog goes missing, ring the hokensho, the
police and start searching with a photograph and your
namecard, telling everyone you meet to contact you if they
see your dog.

4. "Prepare a poster with your dogs description and
photograph. Photocopy a hundred and tape them onto
telegraph poles, outside shops, veterinary clinics, anywhere
people gather. (This we have found is the surest method)

5. Go to the hokensho yourself and then the kanri centre to
look for your dog. Keep ringing and keep going.

6. Don't give up, keep searching.

7. If your dog comes back or someone finds him, remember
to tell and thank eveyone you contacted.
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