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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

he earlier you prepare your dog for the arrival of 2 new baby
the better.

You can start by familiarizing the dog to the new sounds and
smells which are associated with a new baby. In the case of
sounds you could play a tape of various baby noises from crying
to screaming for short periods and then follow these sessions
with a reward (e.g. food or play). So the noise is not associated
with any kind of threat. For smells baby powder, etc. should be
used around the house in the weeks leading up to the birth.

Dogs « BABIES

by Anne-Marie McGivern

Baby’s Arrival

Before any introductions ensure the dog has been given an
enthusiastic walk and play, hence the dog is tired out. As the
dog will have missed its female owner since she’s been in
hospital, and will therefore be excited to see her, allow him to
greet her first in the absence of the baby. Later introduce the
baby in an area or room where the dog rarely goes, i.e. not the
/place where he sleeps or eats.

The first time the baby
should be held by an adult
and the dog allowed to
approach on its own and sniff
the baby. The dog will
§ usually appear interested for a
few seconds and then will lose
interest. When he backs
away you should praise him
and give him a treat. Carry
on with the normal daily
routine and the dog should
readily accept the new baby.

Always remember that a dog
should never be left
unsupervised with a baby for
even a second. In the same
way that a very young child
should not be left alone with
a baby.

Remember - dirty nappies left on the floor can cause the dog to
wet or mess on that spot.
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