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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

What would you do ?

continued from p.5

Thus, euthanasia is still far better than
the fate met by most workhorses in Japan.

Dogs and cats, as our most common pets and

companions, are much loved by human
beings, and as such thete are many people
adamantly opposed to euthanasia for these
animals. However, the number of animals
requiring refuge from homelessness or abuse is
simply too high; it is near impossible for
activists 1o rescue and rehome all of the many
animals cthat come to their attention.
There is, quite simply, a limit to the space
available for even the temporary shelter
required until new homes can be found -- if
they can be found at all.

What is better? To care for a limited
number cf animals to the end of their natural

lives, while closing your eyes to the rest, or to
care for every animal that comes your way for
a limited time, and then euthanize them
when their time is up? It is not an easy
Trying to have it both
ways, without proper consideration of your
financial, spacial and physical limits,
ultimately leads to the out-of-control

question to answer.

conditions that were discovered in the Tenri
and Shizuoka cases, where people took in
more and more animals until their homes and
gardens were overrun with dirty, half-wild
dogs and cats.

Ideally, animal welfarists should never
have to resort to euthanasia - but the reality is
much more complicated, and each
individual/organization must work for the
good of animals in accordance with his/their
beliefs. These beliefs may diverge, as people

do think differently, but we should remember
we are all working for the same goals and
refrain from wantonly criticizing and
attacking others. We have every right to
disagree, but differences in approach must be
respected. In particular, there are those who
practice euthanasia themselves, but sharply
criticize and even disparage others for
euthanizing animals: such behavior is not
worthy of true animal lovers, and ought not to
be encountered.

There will be those who disagree with ARK's

philosophy and methods, but we are doing our
best to help animals in accordance with our
beliefs, and intend to continue doing so.

(This article was written in consultation with
ARK's advisory committee.)
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Letter from

BADGER

The year end was a sad time
for us. Kitsune the oldest of
the house dogs passed away.
He had been in the Oliver
household for 16 years. When
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he was rescued he was just a skeleton of a pup and someone
had obviously beaten him as he rerained his fear of sticks
and bags ever after. He was very sensitive to changes around
him, a constant worrier, especially frightened of earthquakes
and thunderstorms.

It is sobering to think of what might have become of
Kitsune or me or any of us if we had not been rescued.
When I look around at many so-called 'owned' dogs kept
miserably like prisoners on short chains, enduring extremes
of weather, bored and unloved, I think we are really lucky to

have found love and security in a warm home.
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We rememker all our
aniwal priends who sadly
passed away last year.
Thelr pooTpRINTS Reman
FoRever n our hearts and
The lessons They taught
us abour Love and
laughter endure. To each
we are graterul por
allowng us To share
their Lives and m Turn
enriching ours.
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