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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS
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ecember 2nd last year, ARK received a phone call from a citizen
Dof Osaka city who wanted to report a case of animal cruelty. He
told us that several dogs were kept tied up in the grounds of

Osaka Castle Park in appauling conditions and could we do something.
This was the beginning of ARK's involvement with the Osaka Park dogs.

About a month before a homeless man living in the park had been
arrested by the police and then hospitalized for observation. He was very
much concerned about the fate of his 26 dogs which he regarded as his
'family'. The doctor in charge of him said his condition would stabilize if
he knew the dogs were safe. The police asked the park office officials to
care for the dogs on a 'temporary’ basis. None of them could foresee the
situation would last 4 months. Nobody, least of all the hokensho
veterinarians who transported the dogs, gave the park official any
guidelines on how to take care of the dogs and in fact the people involved
not only had no experience of dogs but were actually scared of them.

When Elizabeth Oliver went to investigate the situation she was so
shocked by the conditions that she wrote to Osaka City demanding they
take some action.

"I can only describe the
conditions whete these dogs ate
kept as a hell-hole or
Auschwitz. They are chained
under a tent awning where
water seeps down from the
castle wall. In the recent heavy
rain the ground became a
quagmire and the dogs have
sleep in their own excretement.
They cannot escape or find
anywhere dry because their
chains wind round and bind
them like prisoners. The recent
winter cold has addded to their
misery. Food is thrown at them
and che strong dogs fight the
weak to get it. Drinking water
is either non-existent or
polluted with mud and faeces.
For over 2 month these dogs
have had no sunshine, no exercise, no handling, minimal care and their
health condition is appauling.”

Following the letter the park office built new facilities, which although
not ideal at least provided a proper roof. Meanwhile volunteers from ARK
and supporters from Osaka took food, kennels and blankets and went
regularly to the Castle Park to help the Park office officials exercise the
dogs and clean up the place. ARK tock in 8 dogs and 2 more wete
adopted by volunteers. With less dogs, better facilities, good food and
exercise the health of the dogs improved remarkably. Mr.Omura and Mr.
Tatsuta from the Park Office who had originally been frightened that
they would be bitten even gave up their holidays to take care of them.
The dogs grew to trust and love them. Osaka city veterinarians also
volunteered to neuter and treat all the dogs for free.

Unfortunately, the threat of the homeless man being discharged from
hospital and the dogs' facilities being closed has meant that unless homes
are found for the remaining dogs they will be returned to him. Anyone
who can offer a home to these dogs please contact ARK.
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