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A VOICE FOR ANIMALS
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COMPASSION RATHER THAN SENTIMENTALITY
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he woman in Shizuoka who kept about 250 dogs in

appauling conditions and was recently arrested, is a

typical example of an animal collector for whom no
law applies. Despite the fact that neighbours had long
complained abourt the stench and non-stop howling emirtting
from the house where the dogs were incarcerated, the
authorities took no action. It was only when she threatened
someone with a knife, that the police finally arrested her.
They then also belatedly accused her of violating the Rabies
Prevention Law.

This case is a repeat of the Tenri hell-hole case in 1994
where an old man collected dogs over 16 years while the
Nara authorities stood by and did nothing. Only when the
horror was exposed across the world and international
pressure mounted, did Nara set up a rescue operation which
involved building new facilities, giving round-the clo
veterinary treatment to the survivors and finally rehomitye”
them all successfully. The total tally of corpses when they
cleared the old man's place topped 10,000, revealing how
many dogs had suffered and died in that period.

These two cases are but the tip
of the iceberg. All over Japan
there are similar collectors who
don't make the headlines. Most
of these people profess to be
animal lovers, yet they go on
collecting and lecting their
animals breed endlessly
without considering their
limitations of space, time and
money. How many more of
these tragedies will it take
before regulations are brought
in to control these irresponsible
people ? People who keep large
numbers of animals whether
they be collectors, breeders or
mini zoo keepers, should be registered with the authorit
and their premises regularly checked to make sure they
maintain a high level of hygiene and that the animals are
well-cared for and healthy. Given the large budgets used
from taxes for killing pets, part of it at least could be spent
better this way.

The coverage by the mass media of the Shizuoka case
immediately produced a public outcry from animal lovers
insisting the dogs must be saved and rehomed, not killed as
the authorities planned. It is easy to be sentimental and say
this but how rehomeable are these dogs ? Even if they are
neutered and treated for what must be a multitude of
medical problems, the main factor in rehoming is whether
they are socialized enough to be adopted by an ordinary
family. If problems arise later, the dog might- escape out of
feir or may bite someone out of fear, who will take this
responsibility ? The dog may well end up in the hokensho if
it doesn't adjust well.

Of course saving a life is important, so if we believe this, we
should also try to save all the thousands of dogs which don't
attract media attention but which everyday are killed
brutally in hokensho cells all over Japan. Compassion and
common sense rather than sentimentality should rule our
hearts.
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