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s stated previously this is a critical ime. During this stage puppies
Ashould be familiarized with anything that they are likely to
encounter in their adult life. Ensuring that each new experience is
enjoyed by playing with your puppy and talking happily to it so that it knows
there is nothing to worry about. Your puppy's natural curiosity will make it

want to explore new situations and, providing you protect it from becoming
afraid, it should become more and more confident as it gains experience.

This sodialization period can be further divided into three stages::

1) First Stage: Weeks3to5
2) Second Stage: Weeks5to 8
3) Third Stage: Weeks 8to 12

1) FIRST STAGE

The puppy will be in this stage when it reacts visibly to a low sound.
Bitches will begin to discipline their puppies with a growl. At 3 to 4
weeks, the puppy's sight, smell and hearing are becoming more
efficient. It begins to eat solid foods, bark, wag its tail and play-bite
other puppies. At 4 to 5 weeks it paws, bares its teeth, growls, chases
and plays prey-killing (head-shaking) games. It begins to carry objects in
its mouth and learns to inhibit its bite during play with its littermates.

2) SECOND STAGE o

Facial and ear expressions are seen. Weaning begins. Puppies acquire
full use of its eyes and ears and become more co-ordinated. Participation
in group activities with littermates is seen and dominance/hierarchy
games are played. At the end of this stage, puppies begin to become
more cautious, but they are still curious and will investigate anything.

DEVELOPING STAGES OF
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Part 2 Socialization
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During these two stages the rate of mental development will
depend on the complexity of the puppy's environment. An assortime
of different toys and objects should be given to it. Also, at this tlmtﬁ/
variety of noises, sounds and different floor surfaces should be
encountered.

3) THIRD STAGE

The puppy has a strong desire to please. It should be enjoying and
experiencing a wide range of environments and situations. Play is
important and the puppy will need to learn to play human games and to
reduce and inhibit his play-biting.

In the next issue the Juvenile Period and Maturity will be reviewed.

—% PIRUL-L22—Va- AVHA TSN ARMABEBEBNTFRARSS
Tel 0727-37-1885 (0712) Fax 0727-37-1645 e-mail ‘arkbark@wombat.or.jp



