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All puppies go through various common stages of
development. These can be described as follows:

1) The Newborn Period - 0 to 2 weeks of age

2) The Transitional Period - 2 to 3 weeks of aage
3) Socidlisation Period -3 to 12 weeks of age

4) Juvenille Period - 3 to 6 months of age

5) Adolescence - 6 monthsto 1 year/18 months
6) Maturity - 1 year/18 months onwards

The first two stages were described in detail in Newsletter 25 -
page 6. Having successfully hand-reared puppies is not the
end of the story, for now they are entering the crucial phase
of their psychologial development, the socialization period.

Socialization is the most important process in a puppy’s life
and how much of it you do, or fail to do, will reflect directly
on the future character of your puppy. Under-socialized
puppies grow up shy, fearful, sometimes aggressive and
ultimately unable to live their lives to the full. If nothing else
you owe it 1o your puppy to find time for socialization. It is not
difficult to do but plenty of time must be set aside for it. |t is
probably the most important factor on the future well-being
of your dog and in the formation of a well-balanced friendiy
adult.

Developing Stages of

Puppies

Topfit @

FRIEZ EDFLABRAURBRBERTRE(RYET., ZORE
ERPE(XRDEY TY,

1) ¥4 — &£#R0~2:8R

2) BITH - 4£#%2~3:88

3) XM — £HE3I~1 280

4) HEHW - £#B3~645A8

5) BEHR - S$B¥F~185/14%
6) MEHR — S£R1E/1FHLER

CDSBHBDO2BREICTONTIE, BIBNDZ2—AL&— (No25) @)
BR—UTHUSITHRALEL . FHRICKRIITHEELEFRES
D, BAEDB>TETRY EVDERD, EWWEWETBTTH,
RIEINISHZOROBRERICERL KDL A3 1351

D®EYBOTY, —
—EDER =

FANARZLBOET

FAREBNWANBZQRAPRERNE S CORRBIZ. ZOFDEENSB
TERILEBEDLBETHY., HRIENEAZEREFFETS >, LI
BWHRLABICT BN, ZOFROEEROMBIC
BENLGEEAS5Z3EICRBNDTYT, APRE -
BIES NP T-FRIZ, KEL B &3
ZFCHYIHL CBHET. BICEIREHLEESR
BRY, RERBRREUVTORREUL-—4E%2EB &

= j DBERTTEEICRN ET, TTISFRAEEIICLBY
=TT B\ b ARELBNIOBRNEVORENRIELEE

v
~

A major difference between humans and dogs is the speed
at which they reach maturity. For humans it is somewhere
between 18 and 21 years old whereas for the puppy it is
between one and one and a hdalf years of age. A week in
our childhood was a relatively short period but to a puppy it is
a large proportion of its puppyhood. It is therefore, essential
that we make the most of puppyhood and fill it with as many
good and positive experiences as possible. Deep and lasting
impressions are formed at this age and whether they are
good or bad they will be remembered throughout the dog's
life.

The secret to good socidlization is to try to look at the world
from your puppy’s point of view. Try to imagine what it is like
to be that small and vulnerable and to have such a limited
knowledge. Do not overwhelm your puppy with too much ail
at once but start with brief encounters of different situations
and slowly build them up until your puppy is expetiencing
more and more of them.

in the next issue an in-depth view of the socidlization period
and how the puppy develops will be reviewed.
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