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Laboratory Tools

HE RECENT CASE IN TOY AMA WHERE A PHARMA-
ceutical company went bankrupt lcaving over 400
experimental cats and dogs incarcerated in cages, reveals
the true horror of conditions in Japanese laboratories and
the widescale usc of surplus pets for cxperiments. The
Toyama laboratory rcmoved blood from the animals for
use in pharmecutical products. Most of the dogs arc pedigree large
breed animals: Great Pyraneans, Huskies, AKitas, Golden Retrievers,
while half the cats are pure breds. How did this laboratory aquire
these animals ?
It is casy, given the over-production of pedigree animals in Japan to
guess that they came from surplus breeding stock. Large dogs
especially grow very quickly and soon become unsaleable from the
breeder or pet shop’s point of view. Rather than lose money by
killing them or sending them to the hokensho,
they can at lcast reap a small margin by selling
them to laboratories. It is the face of an ugly
trade and the laboratory in Toyama is just the
tip of the iceberg.
The plight of these animals is now in the
balancc. Since the laboratory which is mostly
automated depends on a supply of electricity to
provide water (for drinking and cleaning), the
threat of this being cut off is a crucial factor.
The staff cmployed to look after the animals
have lost their income although most have
volunteered to stay on. But for how long ?
The case was widely publicized in the Japanese
media and as a result over 2000 people offered |
homes to these animals. However as is often the
case, many did so on impulse at the thought of |
cetting a pedigree dog or cat for free. Entirely
the wrong motivation. .
There arc many factors to consider. §
Remembering the Tenri case a few years ago
(Newsletter 7), it needed not only huge financial =
backing by Nara Prefecture but also six months
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of round-the-clock treatment by a team of
veterinarians to get thosc animals back to health and fit for rehome.
The poor creatures in Toyama have been in cages their cntire lives.
Lacking exercise, fresh air and sunshine means their normal growth
development has probably been stunted . In the case of big dogs this
can mean they may have muscle wastage and certainly they are very
vulnerable to outside diseases. Anyone adopting onc of these
animals has to be awarc that latent health problems may emerge in
the future.

But the most important factor is whether they are really suitable to
become family pets. Their lack of socialization or contact with
ordinary peoplc other than those who have handled them or in some
cases have ncver handled them, means the majority are
psychologically disturbed. Can an ordinary family handle this sort of
animal ?

[deally all thesc animals should be removed from their present jail
and moved to a place where their temperament and health can be
assessed before placing them in homes.

Our fear is that in the urgency to get them out they may well end up
in a situation which is as bad (another Jaboratory) if not worse
(breeders out to make money) than the onc they are in now.
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