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Filaria Preventative Medicine -

the Right Time

by Kazuhiro Higashida
(Higashida Veterinary Clinic - Takatsuki, Osaka)

Start filaria medicine a month after the first
mosgitoes appear. Continue every month until
the year end.

You may wonder since the weather is still chilly why we
need to talk about filaria medicine. The reason is that by
the time you get the next newsletter it will already be
June and some owners will have started giving

medicine to their dogs.

Most filaria preventative medicine obtainable from
vets is given monthly. It basically prevents mcro-
filaria from becoming mature inside the dog. The
optimum time for medication is a month after
mosqitoes first appear. If you give medicine earlier it
has no effect and you are merely wasting your money.

Aboutl5 years ago I conducted a three year series of tests
on filaria medicine at my clinic. I gave medicine to young
dogs born the previous autumn un-infected by filaria
worms. They received medicine at the beginning of every
month from July through December. Blood test results the
following Spring showed all these dogs to be filaria
negative, Out of those which didn't receive medication,
68% proved postive. Nowadays thanks to the fact that more
people are aware of the dangers of filaria and give their
dogs medicine, the ratio of natural infection has fallen to
40%.

Based on this experience I would recommend giving
medicine from July to the end of the year, especially in
November and December, even though there are no longer
mosquitoes around then. Starting time may vary according
to area . In warm places like Kochi or Kyushu where the
mosqitoes come out earlier, you may need to start
medication in June. Medicine started in May is a waste.
Except for puppies born at the year end or dogs who have
been continuously on medication all their life, every animal
needs a blood test to see if worms or microfilaria are
present.
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