A VOICE FOR ANIMALS

SPAY/USA also promotes work-shops
to improve veterinarians techniques in
neutering. An unskilled vet can take 40
minutes or more to neuter one animal
while a skilled vet can spay in 6
minutes.

There is also a growing movement to
neuter earlier and earlier. Veterinarians
used to advise people to let allow pets
to have one litter before spaying. Now
the practice is to neuter at 4 months or
as early as 2 months. A German vet
practicing in Italy who attended the
Budapest Conference said she always
neuters at 2-3 months before puppies
and kittens get adopted. It is just a case
~ of training vets in the surgery
techniques. All too often a puppy or
kitten given out for adoption itself
aJjoon becomes a mother, just because
most people do not believe an animal
can get pregnant at 5 months.

In Japan millions of animals are
abamﬁned and destroyed annually
by the hokensho because there are
too many and not enough homes.
If it possible in a country the size
of the USA to launch such a
successful neutering campaign,
why not in Japan? It would surely
be in the best interests of
veterinarians here to encourage
owners to have their pets neutered,
because fewer but more well cared
for animals are better customers in
the long run.
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